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1992 Program Theme:

Will the real Christopher Columbus
please stand up? What does he look
like? Are we sure where he lived? Is
this even his right name? Did he truly
“discover” America? Should he even
be considered a celebrity? The ques-
tions and the doubts gather as Colum-
bus’ journey of 500 years ago is ac-
knowledged.

The developments throughout the
world that followed 1492 are called the
“Columbian Exchange.” The ethnic
make-up of populations, the foods

_ & people eat, economies of nations, and -
v & the environments were altered in the
‘ &  OW"andthe "New Worlds."
@5’ There are some parallels between
“\g@ Columbus’ crossing of the Atlantic and

God's entrance into history as we know
God in Jesus Christ.

In Christ a new day emerged for the world. Luther referred to it as the “Joyous Exchange.” God
became human so humanity could become divine. Jesus Christ gave His life in death sothathumans
could be given life.

Columbus’ crossing was to open new trade routes for goods to the West; God's crossing in Christ
was to open the world for goodness. The Columbian Exchange brought grief and despair to some
and prosperity to others, but the cross of Christ brought hope and fuffillment to all. After Columbus’
crossing, new foods were introduced throughout the world; in Christ we meet the “Bread of Life” for
all the world.

This summer campers will look at and experience the influence of the “Columbian Exchange”on
our lives as we observe the mixing together of plants, animals, people, and disease from Europe,
Africa, and the Americas. Also, we will look at the influence of the “Joyous Exchange”in Jesus Christ
on the world and note especially how Christians are called to risk bearing the cross and dare bringing
goodness into the world.

About LOMC

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center
is a ministry of the Central/Southern
lllinois, Northern lllinois, Metropolitan
Chicago, and Central States Synods
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA).

Throughout the year, LOMC con-
ducts programs for and with people of
all ages at its Oregon, lllinois site and
other locations in central/southern llli-
nois and Missouri.

With its camp and retreat facilities,
trained staff, and 650 acres of hills,
prairie, pond, and forests, people find
the LOMC site a beautiful place to
learn and grow with others in their
faith. LOMC facilities are available for
groups to rent throughout the year.
The purpose of LOMC is to be the
Church in outdoor settings, nurturing
Christian faith and providing experi-
ences connecting the Word of God
with the World of God.

(LOMC Mission Statement)

“The Food Distribution Program is available to all eligible
participants without regard to race, national origin, color,
sex, or handicap. Any person who believes that he or
she has been discriminated against in a USDA-related
activity should write immediately to the Secretary of
Agriculture, Washington, D.C."

Where to Find It
Program Theme Description ..............
About LOMC ...
Camp Activities for Everyone .............
General Information............ccc.c...
Summer at a Glance Schedule...........
Resident & Trip Camps ........ccccceenenee p.
Registration Notes ........cccecccecnieenicene.
Resident Camps in Missouri
& South/Central llinis ..........ccevnn.
Registration Form .......cccooeeccnvnnccrennns
Tent & Trailer Campground ................

LOMC's Location

LOMC is located two miles south of
Oregon, IL on lllinois Route 2. The town of
Oregon is at the intersection of llinois
Routes 64 and 2, about 30 miles south-
west of Rockford and 15 miles northeast of
Dixon. Driving time to LOMC is about 1.5
hours from Chicago and the Quad-Cities,
2 hours from Peoria, 3 hours from
Champaign, and 5 hours from St. Louis.

LOMC staff are also working with area
pastors at East Bay Bible Camp (near
Bloomington/Normal, IL), Little Egypt
Lutheran Bible Camp (near Carbondale,
IL), the St. Louis Area Confirmation Camp
(near Troy, MO), and the Mid-MO camp
in Lake of the Ozarks State Park, (near
Kaiser, MO).
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Camp Activities for Everyone

Each experience and activity of every
youthcampisbasedontheprogramtheme,
“The Crossing That Changed the World.”
Activities are designed for the age level of
the participants. Camps and programs are
described on pages 4-7.

Each day a different Biblical idea is pre-
sented in Worship and Bible Study/Leam-
ing Experiences.

Your fees include nearly everything:

Bible Studies
Worship
Arts & Crafts
Swimming
Outdoor Recreation
Specialized Activities or Instruction
for the specific program
Campfires & Singing
Nature Experiences
3 Meals a Day
Evening Snacks
Health Services
Lodging
Skilled & Trained Leaders
Transportation for designated
off-site activities

Youth campers may purchase clothing
and novelty articles in the LOMC store
when their parents/guardians are present
at check-in and departure.
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1992 SUMMER CAMPS & PROGRAMS

GENERAL INFORMATION
Youth Camp Programs based in Oregon, IL IN ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI
Staff Dates © RESIDENT YOUTH CAMPS Enterin
The camp staff is composed of well-prepared l;h June 14-19 Discoverer i
college-age leaders, pastors, supervisory staff, June 14-16 Early Ventures (Hogans) 1-3
support staff, and adult volunteers. They are HEH June 17-19 Early Ventures (Hogans) 1=
under the leadership of Pr. John E. Swanson, June 21-26 Explorer 6-8
Executive Director and American Camping |cceREDITED June 28-July3  Sports | 4-6
Association Certified Camp Director. LOMC is CAMP Discoverer 4-6
accredited by the American Camping Association. Lo s PP E:ﬂ;:\?;mures (Rereat House ﬁ”g
Meals & Lodging | R ye Taphge e Reeatteuse &
Three well-rounded meals and an evening snack are provided | = . .o Slartst) 46
daily. Campers and guests sit with others in their group and are b s“,’ving Choir 6-9
served family style. Menus are approved by the LOMC Food Venture | 4-6
Service Manager in conjunction with a certified dietitian. Visual Arts 6-10
Lodging for participants corresponds withthe type of program SRl S SB s (Fetehl oties) 5
for which they register: air-conditioned retreat houses, platform Explorer 6-8
tents with bunks, or frame tents. LOMC staff sleepinthe same ;. 1547 Golf 6-9
facilities with youth campers. (See the descriptions on pages 4-6.) gevc_ms I i gg
imming
Health & Safety | B +
edical services are available 24 hours a day. There is acamp Venture Il 6-8
nurse and most LOMC staff are certified in first aid. Discoverer 46
You and/or your child can help maintain the healthy and safe Explorer 6-8
environment at LOMC by following rules set for these purposes, Salling | P
such as those related to swimming and boating. Some programs ~ July 19-24 Junior Choir 4-7
require the campers to provide their own personal safety equipment kA =
(see footnote on page 6). Tennis | o 6-8
LOMC's health and accident supplementary insurance covers Venture | 46
all campers and is intended to pay the expenses for short term E8y Ventures (Rewseliouse) by
treatment of illness and accident. More information is given with ERplorer 68
confirmation of your registration. Fishing Il 6-8
Financial Assistance Available July 26-31 Visual Arts 810
Do not let the lack of money prevent you and/or your child from E_x%;prerl gg
attending LOMC this summer! Many congregations provide finan- Ishing
gi:tlaﬁ:sistance through “camperships”. "Contact your pastor for 3o 5523 Eart Vontires (Fotron: Foneel =
LOMC has a limited number of camperships. Inquiries are ~ Av9ust27 el s
welcome. Please channel your request for assistance through your Explorer 6-8
pastor before calling Pr. Swanson at LOMC. August 2-12 Voyageur 69
The full deposit must accompany the registration form regard- :
less of who provides the campership. RUERSbSEEE e .
If you wish to help someone attend camp, donations for Venture | 4-6
camperships can be made to your home congregation or to LOMC. Zg;ltgrfeer" g-g
Friday Night Festival _ Sonior ﬂ%ﬁ%‘é&"ﬁ’eﬁge 312
Friday Night Festival is a great way for the resident youth  August9-11 Early Ventures (Retreat House) 1-3
campers to “show-off” to their parents what they have done during ~ August 12-14 Early Ventures (Retreat House) 1-3
their week at LOMC. Parents and their guests are invited for supper TRIP YOUTH CAMPS
at 6:00 p.m. and then join their campers for the Festival program at 332: ;gﬁgly h ggg{zzmg - ggggg f(t) b'%uis ;—}g
7:00 p.m. Dinner reservations are necessary and are made and : ! 9 5
paid for on the day parents bring their child tg camp. i‘f,'gﬁ’gjw é'.ﬁz ?33?“" Rockford 3-}3
(There are no Festivals for Voyageur or Trip Camps) RESIDENT YOUTH CAMPS IN MISSOURI
Summer Camp for Youth With Disabilities Jnel618 S Iook o eaior SERPLALLINGS
LOMC provides residential camping opportunities forgrade 4-12  July 5-10 East Bay Bible Camp" 1-10
youth with disabilities in a mainstreamed situation. August 2-7 Little Egypt Lutheran Bible Camp* 4-8
If you are interested in the camp programs that can serve youth 5 1 5 5 ﬂ%‘ﬁggg&?g":g?{%ﬁ:ﬂg’. A
with disabilities, request an intake interview with Pr. Jack Swanson  August 5-8 Mid-Missouri Camp - Ozarks" 4-6

before registering. This interview will evaluate the opportunities
available for your child.

LOMC serves youth who can be mainstreamed, dress and feed
themselves, are toilet trained, and have an attention span which
allows some group discussion. Blind, deaf, non-ambulatory, learn-
ing disabled, and EMH youth are potential campers.

*Register directly with the camp. See information on page 6.

Additional Information

Ifyou need help deciding which is the best camp for your child, contact
Joy Mason, Registrar. Please write LOMC or call 815/732-2220 between
10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Tuesday - Friday.






——  FINE ARTS —————

Do you have a flair for the creative? Music?
Art? Brama? If so, then consider one of the
Fine Arts camps. You are involvedin a variety
of experiences that help you explore and
express your talents, creativity and interests.

Youlivein an air-conditionedretreat house.
Each day you receive instruction from a pro-
fessional director.

July 19-24

./. $198.00

If you enjoy singing in your youth choir at
church, spend a week at LOMC under the
guidance of a caring director and maybe even
learn to play handbells. In addition to the
usual daily camp activities, you'll have fun
rehearsing for your concert atthe Friday Night

Festival.

Dan Leimberer directs your choir. He leads the
Luther Memorial Church choirs in Chicago and will
return to LOMC for his twelfth year,

Gr. 4-7

i Gr. 6-9
July 5-10, July 12-17

.r $225.00

If you enjoy combining upbeat “jazzy” songs
with dance, then one of the popular Swing
Choir camps is for you. Two daily rehearsals
help you getthe notes and moves down as your
chair pulls together for a stimulating concert at
Friday Night Festival. Choir members receive
a personalized Swing Choir t-shirt.

Elaine Smiley of Madison, WI will return to LOMC to
direct the July 5th session.

Ellen Schroll, Minister of Music at Shepherd of the Hill
Lutheran Church in Lockport, IL, will return for her fourth
year to direct the July 12th session.

YOUTH CAMPS

Please use the Registration form on page 7. .,

camp can provide you with an opportunity to
refine your artistic abilities with the help of an
experienced instructor. You will explore vari-
ous art forms and increase your skills in prepa-
ration for your art show at Friday Night Festival.

Lynn Heth, an artteacher at Park Junior High School
in LaGrange Park, IL, returns for her fourth year as the
instructor for both sessions.

OUTDOOR LIVING

Canoe the scenic Rock River - Fish in
country waters - Cycle on rural roads - Cook
over an open fire - Hike to the backcountry of
Castle Rock State Park and LOMC. All of
these back-to-nature adventures are a part of
learning outdoor living skills as you have fun
cooperating with your fellow campers and
God's creation.

You sleep amidst the beauties of nature in
a screened “rainproof” tent. Some campers
stay in platform tents with bunks, called
“hogans”, and others stay in frame tents with
floors. Your group learns how to prepare at
least one meal a day outdoors.

Gr. 4-6

June 14-19, June 28-July 3,
July 5-10, July 12-17,
July 19-24, July 26-31
August 2-7

$182.00

Everimagine what it must have been like to
be a pioneer? You can find out at Discoverer
Camp. From finding the nest of a red-tailed
hawk to making your own blackberry jam from
handpicked berries to controlling a canoe on
a half-day trip down the Rock River, you'll
discover what fun it is to live outdoors.

4
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Gr. 69
July 12-17, August 9-14
$196.00

Youcan be astarin Theater Arts camp! Set
design, acting, dance, make-up, clowning,
costuming, and pantomime are all part of your
preparation for Friday Night Festival.

Mark Kretzmann of Moline, IL will return for his second
year as drama instructor for both sessions.

Gr. 6-10
July 5-10, July 26-31
$190.00

Whether you are ‘into” drawing, painting,
sculpting, or just plain doodling, Visual Arts

0 Fishing I: Gr. 5-7,
July 26-31, $182.00

*Fishing ll: Gr. 6-8
July 19-24, $196.00

You will live near Paul's Pond at LOMC so
you can rise early to catch those big fish.
Bring along your own fishing gear and your
lucky hat.

Fishing I is for you if you are inexperienced
andwantto learn the basic “how-to’s" of baits,
casting, and lures.

Choose Fishing Il if you already know the
basics and wantto advance to bottom fishing,
filleting, cooking, and would enjoy a three-day
trip to Morrison/Rockwood State Park near
Morrison, IL.

Mike Kalis of Downers Grove, IL will return for a second
year as instructor for Fishing ii.

Carol Schoack of Downers Grove, IL will return for her
second year as instructor for Fishing 1.

Gr. 6-8

June 21-26, June 28-July 3,
July 5-10, July 12-17,
July 19-24, July 26-31,
August 2-7, August 9-14

$182.00

Explorer takes you one step beyond Dis-
coverer Camp. Your week of true exploration
is in the ravines of LOMC, in the hills of Castle
Rock State Park, and on the islands of the
Rock River. You take the popular overnight
river canoe trip and improve your outdoor
living skills such as following a map and com-
pass and cooking special meals over a fire.

Gr. 6-9
June 28-July 8, August 2-12
$336.00

For a full ten days you put your camping
skills to the test with the support of an outdoor
leader. Much like the voyageurs of old, you
journey into the backcountry stretches of
LOMC and Castle Rock State Park. You live
intents and pack up for a three-day canoe trip
on the Rock River.

i Gr. 6-8
August 9-14
$182.00 :

If you are a junior high person, then
Outpost is geared just for you. During this
exhilarating week you learn new adventure
skills in the out-of-doors while cross-coun-
try hiking and canoeing for two days. You
share in the planning of your group’s activities.

4

)

Gr.7-9
August 2-7
$188.00

if you'd like to travel this summer, then
come cycle the quiet country roads around
LOMC. You will learn bicycle care and safety
while biking 10 to 20 miles a day. You'll also
develop your camping skills for two overnight
cycling trips. You need to bring your own ten-
speed bike, saddle bags, and safety helmet.

*See page 6 for footnote.






Gr. 6-9
July 12-17
$216.00

Have you ever watched sailboats gliding
over the water and wished you could learn to
sail? This camp is for you. You will learn the
basics first on the LOMC pond and then
during a three-day campout near Pierce Lake
at Rock Cut State Park near Rockford, IL.

Ray Reddick will return for his third year as the sailing
instructor.

5

Gr. 9-12
\ August 9-14
(/ $198.00

Looking for a challenge with otherteens?
You will share in the selection of your week’s
activities, such as an extended canoe trip,
rock climbing, fast-river canoeing, and/or an
overnight backpack. This horizon-stretching
adventure will enable you to explore group
cooperation; build self-confidence; develop
functional, outdoor adventure skills; and in-
vestigate natural communities.

Bob Piros will be the rock climbing instructor again for
his fourth year.

SPECIALTY

Yourweek as a “specialty” camper is filled
with an exciting variety of experiences and
activities as you explore your interests in a
safe, supportive setting. You get a taste of
most everything LOMC has to offer in sum-
mer camp experiences so you'll know what
programs you want to come back and try.

Venture | and Il campers live in air-condi-
tionedretreat houses. Early Ventures campers
live in hogans for the first two sessions and
retreat houses for the other sessions.

Gr. 1-3
June 14-16,June 17-19
$72.00 (Hogans)
June 28-30, July 1-3,
July 26-28, July 29-31
August 9-11, August 12-14
$78.00 (Retreat House)
July 5-10, July 19-24
$182.00 (Retreat House)

If you're young, curious, and ready-to-go,
Early Ventures is a program just for early
elementary-age children. You'll get special
attention in a small group of campers as you
do many exciting things like swimming, hik-
ing, canoeing, crafts and games. Youlivein
a hogan or retreat house with your leader.

Venture | 3
Gr. 4-6 :
July 5-10, July 19-24,
August 9-14

Venture Il
Gr. 6-8
July 12-17, August 9-14

$182.00

Are you having a little trouble deciding
which camp to attend because this is your
first time? Then you'll like a Venture Camp
which introduces newcomers to a wide va-
riety of camp activities such as hiking, swim-
ming, crafts, recreation, and perhaps an
overnight campout under starry LOMC skies.
Venture | is especially for younger children
and Venture llis for first-time older campers
or campers who enjoyed Venture | and
would like to return for another session of
camp with a little bit of everything.

—SPORTS & RECREATION—

Expertise is not required - you need only
possess a basic desire to have fun and to
improve your athletic skills. Asyou live and
play with fellow campers, enjoying a week
filled with a wide range of experiences, you
learn what it means to be a sports-minded
Christian. Your home for the week is an air-
conditioned retreat house.

Sports I: Gr. 4-6
June 28-July 3, July 5-10
Sports lI: Gr. 6-8
July 12-17
Sports lil: Gr. 9-12
July 19-24
$185.00

Sports camps offer softball, soccer, bas-
ketball, swimming, volleyballand more. Look
no further if you enjoy playing and learning
familiar and new team and individual sports.

Swimming I: Gr. 4-6
July 19-24
Swimming II: Gr. 6-9
July 12-17
$186.00

If you don't know how to swim, you can
learn how or improve your swimming skills
with the help of the LOMC swimming instruc-
tors. You'llreceive a proficiency card fromthe
Red Cross, depending upon skills achieved.

Swimming ! is for you if you are either a
non-swimmer or beginner. Special games
and activities make your swimming instruc-
tion fun.

Swimming Il is geared for you if you can
swim two different strokes 50 yards each, do
a forward dive, are looking to improve your
skills, and want some competition. There is
also a swim meet at Friday Night Festival.

Tennis I: Gr. 6-8,
July 19-24
Tennis ll: Gr. 8-11
August 9-14
$200.00

Bring your own racket, receive instruction,
and enjoy friendly competition with others in
your skill/ability level. You will practice on the
local tennis courts where you'll also meet your
parents for the Friday Night Festival

Tennis | is your game if you are just begin-
ning to learn this sport and want to get basic
instruction in how to play, grip and serve as
well as getting in some playing time.

Choose Tennis Il if you already possess
basic tennis skills and desire more advanced
instruction and competition.

Gr.6-9
July 12-17
$208.00

You can practice yourdrives andimprove
your skill at getting that little white ball in the
hole. LOMC will provide you with excellent
instruction and practice time. Bring your
own clubs and balls and we’ll take you to a
local golf course.

The golf instructor this year is Anne Jones, Office
Secretary at LOMC.

TRIPS

High adventure, unforgettable places, new
skills, Christian growth, and special friends
are all integral parts of these exciting trips.
You need to be in good physical condition
and willing to learn if you select a trip camp
experience.

You cook your meals outdoors and sleep
in a tent. LOMC provides the experienced
guides, tents, food, and group equipment
that sustain these outdoor excursions plus
transportation between LOMC and the trip
destination. You need to bring personal
gear and money for on-the-road meals.

: Gr. 7-10
June 28-July 4
$222.00

In case you are wondering, “spelunking”
means cave exploring. That is exactly what
you do on this exciting caving adventure at

Continued on page 6






TRIPS———m——

Continued from page 6

Meramec State Park, MO. You learn about
caves and climb, crawl, or canoe into - and
out of - several primitive and incredibly
beautiful caves. You'll need to provide your
own grubby clothes and several sources of
light. See page 6 for a Spelunking Trip
leaving St. Louis on June 14.

Gr.9-12
August 9-15
$198.00

Have bike, will travel! Come along on this
tour into the picturesque hills and valleys of
northwestern lllinois and southwestern Wis-
consin. You'll travel 25-50 miles each day
with stops at parks and an inn in historic
Galena to camp, swim and unwind.

Gr. 9-12
July 26-31
$102.00

A unique opportunity in youth ministry in
Rockford, IL. Includes housing rehabilita-
tion, food pantries, homeless and runaway
shelters, a soup kitchen, and other services
in the community. There will be reflections
on Biblical concepts of servanthood. Trips
to the Rockford YMCA and Magic Waters
will be apart of the recreation opportunities.

For more specificinformation andto make
arrangements, please contact Pastor Jack
Swanson at LOMC. Other dates may be
scheduled by request.

4
|

Others to
Maturity
in Christ

*In order to help insure their safety, campers in
certain programs must bring their own personal
safety equipment or possess certain skills.

Cycling and Bike Tour campers should provide
their own safety helmet, a ten-speed bicycle in
good working order, rear bike rack, and panniers
(saddlebags).

Sailing | and Fishing [l campers must pass a
swimming test that demonstrates they can swim
50 yards and tread water for 10 minutes without
a flotation device.

Published by Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center, Or-
egon, IL. The Rev. John E. Swanson, Executive Direc-
tor. The Rev. Roger Asplund, Director of Development.

Graphics by Eric Mann, Mt. Morris, IL and Cindy Brey,
Wauwatosa, WI. Preparation production by Wuebben's
Deskiop, Oregon, IL. Printing by Fenton Press, Addison, IL.

YOUTH REGISTRATION NOTES

Resident & Trip Camps based at LOMC

Registration and Payment

Summer camp registrations are accepted
by mail only and the deposit must accom-
pany the registration form on this page.
Please do not send cash. Due to limited
space for trip camps, please register early.

Sendthe balance of the fee withthe heaith
form at least ten days prior to the camp
session. This will expedite check-in on the
day of arrival.

Registration deposits cannot be refunded
or transferred after June 1, 1992.

The grades for each camp are the grades
that children are entering next fall.

Roommate Requests

Two campers who want to room may
mutually submit each other's names pro-
vided they are the same sex and age/grade,
in the same program, and that the request is
made in advance, in writing, on a separate
piece of paper and sent with the registration
form below.

Confirmation of Registration

The confirmation of your registration is
made by mail and includes:

e Camper Health Form—-ltis camp policy
that all campers have on file at LOMC a
health history and examination form. This
form must have been completed and
signed by a physician since September 1,
1990

o What to Bring — A list of suggested
clothing, bedding and other essentials
helps the camper pack.

e Parents’ Information— Concerns of the
parents and campers are addressed in
order to help them prepare for and enjoy
the camper’s time at LOMC.

e Trip ltinerary — Trip campers receive a
proposed itinerary of times and places.

Two-Session Stays

It is recommended that campers return
home between two consecutive sessions.
Campers may be granted permission to stay
between consecutive sessions if a request
is made in writing well in advance. Only the
Executive Director can grant requests. Cir-
cumstances may prevent the request from
being granted.

Theweekendrate is $58.00/camper. Con-
tact LOMC for further details.

Arrival and Departure

When campers check in on the first day,
parents are asked to update their child’s
health history and sign up for the Friday
Night Festival dinner if they plan to attend.
They may visit the LOMC store and meet
their camper’s Small Group Leader.

If a child is to leave LOMC with someone
other than the parent/guardian with whom
s/he arrived, the parent/guardian is asked
to sign a verification slip at check-in or send

a note in advance. Visitors are not permit-
ted during camp sessions.
Campers are expected to depart from

-LOMC as indicated below. Exceptions will

be granted tothose who live great distances
from LOMC, provided permission is re-
quested in writing at least two weeks prior to
the camp session and granted by the Ex-
ecutive Director.
Resident Camps—
Arrival & Check-in:2:00-4:00 p.m., Sundays
Early Ventures:2:00p.m.,June 17,July 1,
July 29, August 12
Departure: After Friday Night Festival
Early Venture sessions for June 14, June 28,
July 26 & August 9: after Tuesday Night
Festival at 7:00 p.m.
Ten-Day Voyageur: 10:00 a.m. on the
Wednesdays of July 8 & August 12
Trip Camps —
Arrival & Check-In: 2:00 p.m. of the first day
Departure: late afternoon of the last day -the
specific time will be noted in the itinerary.

Campers with Cars

Summer youth campers are not permitted
cars at LOMC unless the following steps are
taken:

1. There is a parent's or %uardian’s ermis-
sion slip filed with the Executive Director
which contains:

a. the times and dates of arrival and

departure of the camper and

b. names and addresses of all riders with

permission slips from rider's parents
or guardian if under 21. ;

2. Keys for vehicles will be turned into the
LOMC office upon arrival and returned to
the camper immediately before departure.

3. Any changes in departure schedule must
be approved by the Executive Director
who will consult with the parent or
guardian.

So. Illinois/St. Louis Van

Locations & Times -- The vanserves the
St. Louis and southern, central and western
lllinois areas. The van departs for LOMC at
6:00 a.m. Sunday and leaves LOMC early
the following Saturday. The exact route and
schedule of eachtrip is determined by actual
reservations. Parents usually need to bring
their children to a pick-up location within 60
miles of home. Detailed information is Ero-
vided van users prior to the camp week.

Campers need to provide their own meal
intransit. An LOMC staff person supervises
the campers in the van.

Dates -- Round trips are made on the
weeks of July 12, 19.and 26. A one-way trip
to LOMC is available on August 2.

Reservation and Payment -- Fill out the
Van Reservation and senditto LOMC with the
$10.00 deposit and the Youth Registration.
The deposit is applied to the total fare and
cannot be refunded after June 1, 1992. The
balance of the fare is due with the balance of
the camp fee.

Fares -- Round-trip fare is $41.00/person.
One-way fare is $26.00/person.






I—i992 YOUTH CAMP REGISTRATION B So. Illinois/St. Louis-.—I

Please print or type. Use one form for each child and for each camp. Van Registration

Please type or print

Camper’'s Name office use only

Add

. ress A Check camp week:
City State Zip

- 0O Check here if LOMC may call you collect

Phone(A/C) / - if there are questions about this registration. July 12 ___July 19
Congregation City State July 26 August 2°
Pastor's Signature -
Our child has permission to take part in all camp activities under LOMC supervision, | Camp Check type of trip:
including off-site activities. Pictures of our child may be used by LOMC for promotional | Fee $ . Round-ti
purposes. Our child will also comply with the conditions for specified camps, namely ——=OURCSHIP
sthe will provide and wear his/her own safety helmet for Cycling and Bike Tour camps; | So. IL
and s/he will be able to demonstrate s/he can swim 50 yards and tread water for 10 { Van $ —__One Way to LOMC

minutes for Fishing Il and Sailing | camps.

Parent's/Guardian’s Signature 82310% e —One Way return home
Please print Parent/Guardian name, Camper's
I Name
— — "= | Credits $
Camp and dates desired: Camp Program Dates Address
1st Choice Balance
Due $
2nd Choice
Did the camper attend an LOMC camp last summer? Yes No Cong. # City.
Will the camper be using the So. lllinois/St. Louis Van? Yes No Stk 7o
Does the camper have any disabilities needing special attention by the
LOMC staff? If yes, please explain on a separate piece of paper. Yes No Phone
AC / -
Deposit amount enclosed:
$25.00 for all LOMC Resident Camps Full camp fee Total Enclosed $ - *One way to LOMC.

Enclose a separate $10.00 de- |
Please return and make deposit check payable to: Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center, posit for the van and attach itto I
P.O. Box 239, Oregon, IL 61061. Deposits cannotbe refunded after June 1, 1992. Your the Registration Form. Return

| registration will be confirmed and include a what-to-bring list, health form, arrival and toLOMC, P.O. Box 239, Oregon, |

|_depanure time, and parents'/guardians’ information. J IL 61061 __'

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
: Gradecamperentersinfall____ Age  Birthdate I Sex_ M__F
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I
|
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
Other |
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

YOUTH CAMPS IN
MISSOURI & CENTRAL/SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

AN ADDITIONAL SUMMER
Pastors in the St. Louis and southern and central lllinois areas are working togetherwith ~ |OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE IN
the LOMC staff to provide some great times! LOMC staff will be serving at these camps. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS AND
Each of these camp programs has Bible Study/Learning Experiences, swimming, boating, EASTERN MISSOURI
outdoor recreation, hiking, crafts, worship, and campfires. Register for this event through LOMC.
In order to register, contact the people below. Please do not register with LOMC.
SPELUNKING
- : i i i Individuals may register by contacting Pr. 4
! S 'gaurﬁpA(rg:s?:rwm%?uon Dane Meuschke, American Lutheran JGL 7'12020
Gr. 8-9. June 1519 Church, P. O. Box 171, Gibson City, IL Lok
- i 60936 or call 217/784-4841. $148.00

Confirmation classes inthe St. Louis area
can expect a great week of growth and
recreation at Camp Sherwood in Cuivre
River State Park near Troy, MO. Lodging is
in cabins and all meals are provided.

Confirmation class groups and their
pastor(s) or teacher(s) should register by
May 1. To register contact Pr. Robert
Buschkemper, Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 412 S. Church St., St. Peters, MO
63376 or call 314/279-1331.

East Bay Bible Camp
(central IL)
Gr. 1-10, July 5-10

Rustic cabins along the shores of Lake
Bloomington are the backdrop of this event at
East Bay Camp near Bloomington/Normal, IL

3 Little Egypt Lutheran Bible
i Camp (southern IL)
Gr. 4-8, August 2-7
Little Egypt Adventure
Camp

Gr. 9-12, August 2-7

Spend a week at the United Methodist
Camp at Little Grassy near Carbondale, IL.
Youth share together with the personal con-
tact of area pastors and lay leaders. A
highlight of your week is spelunking (cave
exploring).

The Adventure Camp for high school
youth will be led by staff from LOMC.

Individuals may register with Pr. Marlin
Otte, OurRedeemer Lutheran Church, 1500
E. De Young, Marion, IL 62959; phone 618/
993-5919 or -5247.

Campers will assemble at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, St. Louis on Sunday
afternoon, 2:00 pm and depart immedi-
ately with LOMC trip staff for Meramec
State Park. (Directions to Holy Trinity will
accompany the confirmation.) Please
note description for Spelunking under
Trips on page 5.

4 Mid-MissouriCluster Bible
Camp

Grades 7-9  August 2-5

Grades 4-6  August 5-8

Lake of the Ozarks State Park, Kaisor,
Missouri (Camp Red Bud in the park)

Contact Pr. John Jones, Christ Lutheran
Church, Box Q, Stover, MO 65078 or call
314/377-2819 for details.
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LOMC Campground

You are welcome to come and enjoy the
Tent & Trailer Campground at LOMC's site in
Oregon, IL. Your camping experience is en-
hanced by the beautiful location along Gale
Creek, activity options, the facilities, nearby
attractions, and the LOMC staff. Groups,
families and individuals can be accommo-
dated.

The campground is open from May through
October and only on weekends from mid-June
through mid-August. Parents may wish to
spend the Saturday night before or the Friday
night after their child is in a summer camp.

Sunday worship, canoeing, hiking, and
sports are just some of the possible activities.
The swimming pool is open from June through
August andisincludedin your fee. Tentrental
and electric hookup are also available.

Family $11.00 /night/unit (includes swimming
Rates: and camper insurance)
$ 1.50 /night/person for more than five
people per unit
$ 3.50 /unithour for pond canoeing
$ 3.00 /night/unit for electricity

Group $ 3.00 /night/person
Rates: $ 1.00 /person/night for electricity

$ 1.00 /personvhour for pond canoeing
Tent $12.00 /night (A-framewith floor; sleeps
Rental: 3-4people;6.5Wx7'Lx5.5'H)

Program Services: If LOMC leadershipis
requested for special activities such as Bible
studies, outdoor games, campfires, etc., there
is a service charge of $1.25 per person per 3
hours (or any portion thereof).

Advancereservations are necessary. Con-
tact LOMC to receive reservation forms and
detailed information about available services.

Weekend Opportunities AT LOMC

Summer weekend opportunities for your
group are great at LOMC! Here are just a
few of the many possibilities:

* Recreation, Swimming, Canoeing
* Air-Conditioned Retreat Facilities
* Rock River Canoe Trips

¢ Church Picnic Facllities

* Tent & Traller Campground

Overnight retreat accommodations are
available in air-conditioned retreat houses
and hogans (platform tents with bunks) with
indoor bathrooms and hot showers.

Three Picnic Pavilions are opento church
groups on the weekends. There is ample
room and tables for up to 200 guests.

The LOMC Campground provides a fine
setting for your camping experience. (See
page 8 for details.)

By advance arrangement, LOMC staff
can lead activities such as hiking, river &
pond canoeing, crafts, Bible studies, camp-
fire songs, games & sports, and the Stress/
Challenge Course. You are invited to Sunday
worship at 11:00 am from mid-June through
mid-August.

Contact LOMC for further details. Reser-
vations are necessary and are honored on
a first-come, first-served basis.

Watch forthe announcements of a Senior
Citizen One Day Event and a Single Adults’
Retreat in the LOMC Newsletter.

AUTUMN FEST ‘92

October 11, 1992

Put this date on your calendar now and
come for this all-day fall celebration for
people of all ages.

Autumn Fest includes choir and drama per-
formances, fun runs, canoeing, nature
walks, horseback rides, tours of LOMC,
pumpkin carving, special worship, and a
bratwurst meal.

Watch for more details in the August LOMC
Newsletter.
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|
1. On a vertical piece of paper draw two lines Bibles
vertically which will divide the paper into Paper
three columns. On the far left of the sheet, Pencils

number four through eleven (the number of the
verses to be studied) down the side. In the far
left columns along side each verse number, write
a word or short phrase depicting what you think
is crucial in the author's message in that
verse.

2. In groups of three share your list. Discuss
briefly why you chose the word or phrase you
did.

3. As individuals go back and look for the breaks
or changes in the writer's thought pattern.
Where does the writer.shift from one major
thought to another? Where are the introductory
and summary statements? Draw a horizontal line
through the two left hand columns only, between
the breaks or changes. Take the words or phra-
ses in each box and compose a phrase to express
the meaning contained in these sentences or
paragraphs. Write these phrases in the middle
column.

L, In your group share these summaries. Coopera-
tively write one sentence in the final right
hand column which for the group is ij over-arch-

ing statement of the whole ("gestalt"| passage.
5. Share with entire group. Discuss.
MESSAGE (What was it?)
In Jesus Christ, God crossed from eternity to time, entering history
physically, and becoming one with humanity.

IDENTIEY OTHER METH Dg BY WHICH TO LEARN THIS SAME CONTENT.
UD

SHARE BiBLE STUDIES IN RESOURCE

1Y







POTATOES AND CORN FOR THE WORLD
Philippians 2:4-11

INTRODUCTION
Who is an alien?
What makes an alien an alien?
Have you ever equated an alien with God?

BIBLE STUDY OF PHILIPPIANS 2:4-11 (Gestalt Method)

1. On a vertical piece of paper draw two lines
vertically which will divide the paper into
three columns. On the far left of the sheet,
number four through eleven (the number of the
verses to be studied) down the side. In the far
left columns along side each verse number, write
a word or short phrase depicting what you think
is crucial in the author's message in that
verse.

2. In groups of three share your list. Discuss
briefly why you chose the word or phrase you
did.

3. As individuals go back and look for the breaks
or changes in the writer's thought pattern.
Where does the writer shift from one major
thought to another? Where are the introductory
and summary statements? Draw a horizontal line
through the two left hand columns only, between
the breaks or changes. Take the words or phra-
ses in each box and compose a phrase to express
the meaning contained in these sentences or
paragraphs. Write these phrases in the middle
column.

4., In your group share these summaries. Coopera-
tively write one sentence in the final right
hand column which for the group is ij over-arch-

ing statement of the whole ("gestalt"| passage.
5. Share with entire group. Discuss.

MESSAGE (What was it?)

DAY 1
Page 1

Bibles
Paper
Pencils

In Jesus Christ, God crossed from eternity to time, entering history

physically, and becoming one with humanity.

YA <H

TDENTIEY OTHER METHODS BY WHICH TO LEARN THIS SAME CONTENT.
HER BIBLE STUD%ES IN RESOURCE
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SUGAR AND SLAVES

II Corinthians 5:16-21

INTRODUCTION
How would you describe sin?

BIBLE STUDY OF II CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 (Depth Method)

1. Create several small groups.
2. Read the passage

3. Answer the following questions:

a. What does this passage have
world?

b. What does this passage have
nation?

c. What does this passage have
local communities?

d. What does this passage have
local congregations?

e. What does this passage have
LOMC community?

f. What does this passage have

to

to

to

to

to

to

gsay to
say to
say to
say to
say to

say to

individual in the group, i.e. to me?

4, Share with large group and discuss.

MESSAGE (What was it?)

our

our

our

our

our

each

DAY 3
Page 3

Materials

Bibles

Sheet with
questions
Pencils

The cross makes it possible for the sinner to be good and do good.

IDENTIFY OTHER METHODS BY WHICH TO LEARN THIS SAME CONTENT.

SHARE OTHER BIBLE STUDIES IN RESOURCE
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Complete

b. (Death
c. (Slaves to impurity and iniquity.)

2. Something has happened so that we no longer are slaves of sin, but we
are slaves of . (Fill in the blank.) (Slaves of righteous-
ness. )

3. The leader can define "righteousness" as goodness.

a. Not just being good, but doing good.
b. Uprighting the fallen, making the broken work, healing, etc.
D. What was that something that changes a person from being a slave of sin to

a slave of righteougness? Read II Corinthians 5:16-19.

1. How does Paul sgﬁrwe should look at others? (Not from a human point of

- view, but througH Christ.)

2. What is to be our view of others?

a. (Made new
b. (Reconciled to Christ
c. (Trespasses (sins) not held against a person. )

3. So what are we?

a. (Entrusted with the message of reconciliation.
b. (Ambassadors for Christ.)

4. What did Jesus become so we could become? (sin/righteous)

5. What is the event when and where this all happened? (The crucifixion of
Jesus. )

6. Note vs. 21. We are made sinless so that we might become the righ-
teousness of God, i.e. the goodness of God. This is alien righteous-
ness.

E. What is our relationship with God - a slave or a child? Read Galatians

4:1-7 and answer.

F. From whence does our goodness come? Read Philippians 3:7-11)
1. Is it from us?
2. Does it come from God?

G. So then, how are we to behave?

H. However, we must understand that goodness is the action of God. We become
the righteousness of God, not the righteousness of ourselves.

2. Forgiveness that Leads to Goodness
I. Description: Repentance is the fulcrum of forgiveness and righteousness.
II. Appropriate for: Older youth and adults
ITI. Biblical Texts: Acts 11:18 and 26:20
IV. Commentary:
A. Repentance affirms that we are forgiven. It is a response to a loving God.
It is not a way to manipulate God to forgive. No, we cannot earn forgive-
ness. Repentance acknowledges that we sin and that God accepts us, not
holding our sin against us.
B. Repentafce also leads to life. Repentance is a change of direction in
response to God’s forgiveness and love.
V. Process:
A. Introductory Activities
1. Look at the destructive deeds of Columbus and those the followed. (See
II F)
2. Prepare a list of wrongful acts that were done.
3. How might things have heen done differently?
. B. Read Acts 11:18 and 26:20. What do these verses say about repentance?
1. Repentance is something that we do in Yesponse to and in affirmation of
God’'s forgiveness toward us. -
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1. Stereotyping - Information

Stereotype means stereo - solid, type - impression. An entity is treated as
though someone applies a die or a stamp to a piece of raw material. The
individual who is stereotyped is unable to express individuality. They must
live with a generalization of who they are. This word is usually used in a
negative connotation related to groups. It can also be positive.

2. Stereotyping - an activity

I.

II.
ITI.

Iv.

Description: A method of helping a group reflect on our methods of making

judgments of others.

Appropriate for: All ages (modified to meet the situation)

Materials: Paper, pencil, magic marker, newsprint (anything for keeping notes

so participants can remember what has been said)

Commentary:

A. Stereotyping is a means by which we make judgment on others. Someone has
said that people are drastically overconfident about their judgements of
others.

B. This process can be boring for younger people. However, the process can be
memorized by the leader and brief discussions can be held periodically in a
causal manner. At some time, the leader can assist participants to
formally draw some conclusions.

Process:

A. Participants compose a list of people who are different than they are.

1. Use characteristic terms like hoodlum, Swede, catholic, etc. (For this
exercise the more pejorative words, though they are not kind, would be
better. People do understand street language, though on occasion it
must be defined.)

2. Select one type of person who is different for each person in the group.

B. List specific judgments that are made about each type of person mentioned.
(The opinions may very within the group, but that is not important.)

C. Discuss how these judgments were shaped.

1. By each judgment put a mark that indicates how that judgment was shaped.
There are four categories:

a. Direct/personal experience. (E.G., I had a run in with a Greek
person in which I felt personally offended.)

b. Studied in a formal class structure (short term or long term).
(E.G., a study of the Navajo culture.)

¢c. Learned from sources other than above. (E.G., "I heard it on the
street." "My mother told me. And what she says I always believe."
"T saw it in the movies." "I read it in the newspaper.")

d. Something made up by me without support from any of the sources
above. (E.G., The story from the background paper about the Roman
Catholic priest who said that since there were no grape vines in the
Americas God did not intend the Native Americans to be Christians.)

2. Review the marked judgments and combine together the judgments similarly
marked.

3. Look at the categories in detail.

a. Direct/personal experience
- Describe the situation according to:

+ The situation

+ Who else was with you

+ How you were disposed (feeling) a the time.
- What conclusions did you draw? List them.

b. Studied formally
- Where was the instruction given?
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+ Were you in a classroom or elsewhere?
+ Were you comfortable in the setting?
~ Who taught?
+ What was the climate the instructor created?
+ What was the attitude of the instructor?
- Who were your peers in the class/group?
+ How did you feel about them?
+ What influence did they have over the process and the content
of the experience?
- What conclusions were drawn? List themn.
c. Learned from sources other than above.
- VWhat was the media? (Books, movies, etc.)
~ How must do you trust this media?
+ Are you confident in it?
+ Do you question it?
- How were the characterized persons:
+ Described?
+ Treated by others in the presentation?
-~ Were the descriptions positive or negative?
+ Specifyy what was positive and what was negative.
- What conclusions were drawn? List them.
d. Something made up without support from any of the above sources.
- Give the rationale.
- How are the speculations related to location, appearance, your
wants and desires?
- What was the source of your speculation? What associations were
made?
- What conclusion were drawn? List them.
L. Of the four types of shaping processes which had the strongest influence
for each person?
D. Now that the exercise is completed have the judgments held earlier changed
in any way?
1. How?
2. Why?
VI. Extension:
A. Number 1:
1. In the group there may be individuals who represent people who are
"other."
2. Review the process in V C above.
3. What conclusions can be drawn?
B. Number 2:
1. Review the opinions that Europeans held about Native Americans at the
time of Columbus.
2. Review the process in V C above.
3. What conclusions can be drawn?
C. No.3
1. The leader states, "We treat others by the judgments we make of them."
2. Can participants give some examples of this?
3. Can participants suggest ways in which to change this?

3. Stereotyping in Stories
I. Description: Stories, which may seem innocent, can set people up about
attitudes toward people "other" than we are.
IT. Appropriate for: Junior High youth and older
IIT. Materials/Preparations: Story books, newspaper articles, etc.
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IV. Process:

A.
B.
C.

Read a piece of some kind. Maybe a familiar story.

Identify the characters in the story

What types of people are described in the story?

Does this tell you anything about certain groups of people?
What kinds of roles does each of the characters play?

Are there people left out? Does their omission mean anything?
How would you rewrite the story? Why?

4. Stereotypes in the Columbian story
I. Description: How did stereotypes affect the way Columbus and those who
followed him affect the way Native Americans and Africans were treated?
IT. Appropriate for: Older youth and adults
ITII. Process:

A.
B.

Review some of the stories.
Discuss

5. Stereotypes at Home

I. Description: We live with stereotypes all the time.
IT. Appropriate for: All ages
ITII. Process:

A.
B.

C.
D.

Discuss what stereotypes are used@ in the back home situation.
What feelings are expressed about a variety of people?

Who perpetuates these ideas?

Has anything been done to change them?
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been "wilderness."” In fact, there is a succession in natural communi-
ties, too. For example, forests can occasionally reach a state known as
a "climax forest.” Climax forests are where the plants basically remain
the same over centuries because a balanced relationship has been reached
by all the components - and there has been no interference in that
balance like a forest fire or disease. There is only a little climax
forest remaining in the lower 48 states of the USA.)
2. Questions:
a. What do you like about this place?
b. How did this place come to be?
¢. What should be done to preserve this place?
d. Would you change any of it? Why?
e. What can you learn from this place?
f. Do you or someone else need this place?
g. Does this place need you or someone else?
3. Repeat this same process at the other site.
V. Extension:
A. Using the natural site set up a debate.
1. One side is in favor of keeping the site as it is. The other side is
for doing something with it.
2. When the debate is over:
a. What types of comments reflect the thinking of a saint? .
b. What types of comments are the thinking of a sinner?
c. What comments would you like to see changed?
3. Suggest that participants take a few minutes to write down some thoughts
about themselves under the D.1.b. questions. '
B. Include one or more of these activities: "climax Forest", "Succession on
the LOMC Grounds", and/or "Succession and Soil Compaction” (see below).

7. Photosynthesis - Information -
Photosynthesis begins when sunlight is absorbed by pigments such as chloro-
phyll, which gives the plants their green color. The plants use this energy
to combine carbon dioxide with water (which they get from the soil or aquatic
surroundings) to make carbohydrates - sugars (such as glucose), starches, and
celluloses. Oxygen gas is given off as a by-product of photosynthesis. '
Photosynthesis can be summarized as follows: i

carbon dioxide + water + solar energy - glucose + oxygen

In essence this complex process converts radiant energy from the sun into -
chemical energy stored in the chemical bonds that hold glucose and other. A
-carbohydrates together. This stored chemical energy produced by photosynthe-
gis is the direct or indirect source of £ d for most organisms. - Most of the
oxygen in the atmosphere is also a produd%gbf photosynthesis. An estimated
50% of the earth’s photosynthesis takes place on land and the remaining 41 %
in ‘the oceans and other aquatic ecosystems. (Miller, 66, 68) i

.(See Nature with Art, 20-21.)

8. Manufacturing of Sugar - Information
1. Humans do not manufacture sugar. Sugar ig extracted from sucrose. (Seeds,
© . 116). J ' e
'52.'Not all cultures value sweetness equally, but in this century the U.S.
%" became one of the world’s largest consumers of processed sugar. . (Seeds,
. 125) - > ' ‘5l



TH E

INDIAN

HOMELAND

The first Americans arrived from Asia perhaps 20,000 years ago. No one knows for sure whether
they came by boat or, more likely, across a land bridge between Siberia and Alaska.
But this is clear: Long before Columbus set sail, America was a land of many different peoples.

© FoLsom
9000 B.C. Excavations in New
Mexico in 1927 revealed the
stone point of a spear beside a
skeleton of the extinct long-
horned bison—evidence that
American hunters existed
11,000 years ago.

© POVERTY POINT
2000 B.C.-700 B.C. The higgest
town above the Rio Grande
3,000 years ago was a
Louisiana community with six
giant earthen semicircles, evi-
dent now in infrared photo-
graphs from the air. Poverty
Point’s trade network extended
1,000 miles along the Missis-
sippi and its tributaries.

JERRY LODRIGUSS

© Two MEDICINE
RIVER

1000 B.C.-A.D.1800. Western

tribes hunted buffaloes by

frightening herds into stam-

pedes over cliffs. The practice
ended only when Indians
acquired horses and guns. This
diorama envisions a jump
staged by Blackfeet in Montana.

OSANTA RoOsA ISLAND
600 B.C.-A.D.1817. The Chu-
mash moved along California’s
coast in boats made of brightly
painted cedar planks. They ate
fish and acorns, lived in domed
houses and used sea-lion bris-
tles as needles. An 1812 earth-
quake drove most of Santa
Rosa’s Chumash into Catholic
missions on the mainland.

MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

6 SERPENT MOUND
500 B.C.-A.D.300. In seven
giant coils, the Great Serpent

Mound stretches a quarter mile
from tail to jaw along a creek

e

bluff near Cincinnati. Its builders
were members of either the
Adena or the Hopewell Culture.

e BEDFORD MOUND
100 B.C.- A.D.200. Buried near
a man who smoked tobacco in
llinois 2,000 years
ago was a stone  §g
pipe shaped like ¥
a beaver, with
freshwater
pearls for
eyes and
bone for teeth.

L] ‘-,.“\ -

0 MoOUND CITY

100 B.C.- A.D.300. Ohio was the
home of the mound-building
Hopewell people, hunters and
fishers who traded with people
from Montana to Florida. Many
corpses buried in the mounds
were bedecked from head to
toe in pearls and surrounded
with sculptures
and pottery.

O caHokiA

700-1500. In its 13th-century
heyday, 30,000 people of the
Mississippian Culture resided in
this 6-square-mile city across

r m the Mississippi from

4 present-day St. Louis.
Monk's Mound, the
biggest of Cahokia’s
120 mounds, stands
| 10 stories high with a
base larger than that
of the Great Pyramid
of Egypt. Atop Monk's
Mound lived the
Great Sun, Cahokia's
godlike leader.

DIRK BAKKER/NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

DiRK BAKKER/GILCREASE MUSEUM, TULSA, OKLA,




9 MESA VERDE
700-1300. The Anasazis, or
“ancient ones,” lived for cen-
turies on mesa tops. Later they
moved into cliff dwellings with
protective overhangs, like Col-
orado’s Cliff Palace.

@ cHAco cANYON
950-1200. Apartments were
popular in the Southwest.
Pueblo Bonito, Chaco Canyon's 2
most impressive ruin, had
800 rooms.

An ancient

Chaco artisan s

made this

turquoise-

laden frog.

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

@® spiro MouNnDs
950-1400. The first Mississippi-
an artisans in Oklahoma's Spiro
community created images of
animals. Humanlike figures,
carved from stone, wood and

@ MOUNDVILLE
1000-1500. On a bluff overlook-
ing Alabama'’s Black Warrior
River stood the South’s largest
town and 20 pyramidal

DIRK BAKKER/GILCREASE MUSEUM, TULSA, OKLA,

mounds. Moundville was the
center of a chiefdom with per-
haps 10,000 members of the
Mississippian Culture.

® NATCHEZ

1000-1729. The Natchez, the
last Indians to use temple
mounds, were described by the
French as “the most civilized of
the native tribes.” Yet the 1725
death of the chief’s brother,
Tattooed Serpent, touched off a
sacrificial orgy. To keep him
company, several aides and
servants plus his two wives joy-
ously agreed to be strangled.

@ AcoMA

1100-present. Atop a 375-foot-
high mesa stands one of the
two oldest continuously inhabit-
ed towns in the United States.

© DAVID MUENCH

The other, Oraibi, is nearby. Aco-
ma'’s residents gave Francisco
Coronado's men com, turkeys
and deerskins in the 1540s.

@ OZETTE

1200-1400. The Makahs of the
Olympic Peninsula used dugout
canoes and 18-foot-long har-
poons to hunt whales in the
Pacific. A mudslide from a steep
cliff buried the Makah settle-
ment at Ozette more than 500
years ago, dooming the villagers
but preserving their tools, bas-
kets and sculptures.

@ Key MARcoO
1400-1750. The Calusas, who
made this wooden statue of a
cougar god, traveled widely.
With their dugout canoes, some
even visited the Arawaks, the
first Indians Columbus met in
the Caribbean. The tribe disinte-
grated in the 18th century when
the British took many members
to the Carolinas as slaves.

@ PLYMOUTH

1616. The Pilgrims, landing in
Massachusetts in 1620, chose
a cleared site that had been y
planted in corn. Only four years £
earlier, a Wampanoag village &8
existed there. The community,

like many on the New England ¥
coast, was wiped out by a Euro-
pean disease
probably spread

by visiting fish-

ermen. Some of

the surviving

Wampanoags

helped the

Pilgrims get

through their

first year in

America.

The continental United States is rich in sites of cultures that
existed from the Ice Age to the coming of the Europeans.

DIRK BAKKER /ANTHROPOLOGY DEPT., SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
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he Indians took one
look at the strange
creatures and decid-

ed they were the biggest dogs
they had ever seen. Only
dogs walked on four legs and
got along with people, the
islanders reasoned as Colum-
bus unioaded his two dozen
mares and stallions.

Actually, horses were not
totally new to the Western
Hemisphere. They had
roamed America during the
Pleistocene era but vanished
along with mastodons and
saber-toothed tigers. From
the Spanish horses that
Columbus 10,000 years later
took to Hispaniola descended
those that Hernando Cortés
brought to Mexico in 1519.
Cortés's animals terrified the
Aztecs, who thought each
rider and his steed were one
gigantic god.

The “sky dogs,” as the
Aztecs called them, propa-
gated swiftly. Within a century,
herds ran wild from northern
Mexico to the pampas of

Argentina. By 1690, Apaches
and Comanches were break-
ing mustangs north of the Rio
Grande. By 1750, herds
reached Canada, and the
Great Plains abounded with
Indians on horseback.

Tribes that existed for cen-
turies on small game and
nuts in Missouri and Min-
nesota moved west to the
plains to harvest buffaloes—a
task the horse made easy.
Diets and lifestyles improved,
as did the Indians' ability to
raid other indians and, more
important, to resist the
steady westward advance of
the white man.

The image of the warrior on
horseback endures in popular
culture and in the legends of
the Indians themselves. Yet it
represents merely a blink of
Native American history. Peo-
ple inhabited the continent
for milienniums, but the
plains horsemen rode unim-
peded for little more than a
century. Their era ended at
the Battle of Wounded Knee.

ndiana is one of

the more aptly

named states.
Settlers wanted to
show that it had
been “the land of
the Indians.” The
names of 26 of the
49 other states are
derived from Indian
words.

Alabama. Choctaw
for “clearers of the
thicket”

Alaska. Aleut for
“great land”

Arizona. Papago
for “place of little
springs”

Arkansas. Sioux
for a small tribe
known as “the
people who live
downstream”

Connecticut. Pequot
for “at the long tidal
river”

Idaho. Shoshone
for “the sun is
coming up”

Illinois. For “superi-
or men,” what the
lllinois Indians
called themselves

lowa. Sioux for
“sleepy ones”

Kansas. Kansa for
“people of the
south wind"

Kentucky. Cherokee
for “meadowland”

Massachusetts.
Algonquian for

“people near the
great hill,” a spot
outside Boston

Michigan. Aigon-
quian for “big lake”

Minnesota. Sioux for
“sky-tinted water”

Mississippi. Ojibwa
for “big river”

a tribe known as
“people with the
dugout canoes”

Nebraska. Oto for
“flat water”

New Mexico. From
the Aztec “Mexica,”
followers of the war
god Mexitli

North Dakota, South
Dakota. Sioux for
“friends”

Ohio. Wyandot for
“beautiful river”

Oklahoma. Choctaw
for “red people”

Tennessee. Chero-
kee for “area of
traveling waters”

Texas. Caddo for
“ally,” a word for
the Tejas Indians

Utah. Ute for “land
of the sun”

Wisconsin. Chippe-
wa for “gathering of
the waters”

Wyoming. Algon-
quian for “upon the
great plain”




t

/
|

|
!

Page 4

Spring 1992 Northern No

Earth, Venus, Mars geologic sisters

< enus, with a surface like “the Biblical concept
of hell,” presents a cautionary lesson for the
Earth. For if the greenhousereffect; with-carbon -
dioxide:and ' methane increasing:intheratmosphere,
continues'over a long expanse of geologic'time, one
plausible scenario'is that *‘the Earth may-go'the”
way-of Venus;” suggests ‘Clarence Casella.

Looking at the two planets as being on a continuum
is reasonable because they, along with Mars, Mer-
cury, and the Earth’s moon, share geological sim-
ilarities, explains Casella, an associate professor of
geology at NIU. “One of man’s tools of reasoning is
the projection of the known to the unknown, assess-
ing the degree of similarity and difference.”

The Earth’s surface and itsiinterior processes,and
their resultsrare“well known to scientists. They
know:that:the/Earth is a big rocky,object.and-asheat
engine.-Arcomplex interaction of interior andiexte-
rior-heatoccurs, with many internal processes: -
driven by a build-up of radiological*heat-and:exter-

nal‘processes driven by the distance from the sun.

“Given the constancy of the sun—all planets have
sunshine—we can start reasoning that if terrestrial
planets are similar in being rocky—and density tells
us this is so—they must be broadly similar in com-
position,” he says. Their geologic evolution is gov-
erned by their size, since the smaller the size, the
larger the surface area in relation to the volume so
that intgrnal heat is lost more quickly. Each planet
is at a different state of geologic evolution, giving
an insight into the Earth’s past and perhaps its
future.
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est neighbor in space. While Mars’ atmosphere is a
fraction of the Earth’s, the atmosphere on Venus is
100 times more dense. Its large interior heat is still
a major factor in the evolution of its surface, and
volcanoes are probably still active.

Some of Venus’ surface features are very earth-like.
Among the most-telling are the folded mountains
that are evidence of plate tectonics at work. Casella
has photographs of features on the surface of Venus
from the recent Magellan space probe that are
incredibly similar to photos of the Appalachian
Mountains in the Eastern United States, an earthly
example of folded mountains. Such features are the
result of a definite set of processes, Casella says.
Folded mountains occur where sediments collect at
points where an ocean crust and a continental crust
meet and are then compressed and uplifted into
mountain ranges.

“If we find folded mountains on Venus, and they
sure look like folded mountains on Earth, it surely
implies a similar process—unless there’s one we
can’t imagine,” the geologist declares. Their pres-
ence implies that earlier in Venus’ history there was
the large amount of surface water needed for
enough sedimentation to occur. Today, with a 900
degree surface temperature on Venus, it is impossi-
ble for surface water to exist, implying a major shift
over geologic time. “Perhaps in the past, Venus was
much more similar to the Earth, perhaps there were
oceans. Then something happened to make it the
way it is today,” Casella says.

He speculates that that “something” might have
been a version of our greenhouse effect. As volca-



' Earth’s moon is the smallest of the terrestrial bodies
so that it’s internal heat dissipated first. Long ago, it
stopped evolving geologically and today resembles
what the Earth may have been like 3.5 to 4 billion
years ago. The planet Mercury, closest to the sun, is
a bit bigger than the moon and looks a lot like it.
Mercury evolved “very, very slightly more than the
moon,” Casella observes.

Early in the evolution of the terrestrial planets, the
dominant process creating surface features was the
impact of meteorites. They were responsible for as
many as one million craters on the surface of the
moon. About 3.5 million years go, these meteoritic
bombardments declined on all planets, allowing
internal processes—earthquakes, volcanoes, plate
tectonics—to be expressed on the surface.

Mars—The transitional planet

From an earthly point of view, Casella says, Mars,
the next largest terrestrial planet, is a transitional
planet, with parts looking like the moon as well as
features that resemble those on Earth. Mars is the
fourth planet out from the sun, after Mercury,
Venus, and the Earth.

Mars has the largest volcanoes in the solar system,
Casella reports, and their presence implies large
sources of internal heat. There also are rift valleys
many times larger than those on Earth, with one
valley longer then the entire United States. These
rift valleys are evidence of internal heat beginning
to drive apart large segments of the crust, a process
that is part of plate tectonics. Plate tectonics is
based on the theory that a few large crustal masses
(plates) float across the Earth’s mantle, with seismic
(earthquake) activity and volcanoes occurring
where the plates meet.

[

In addition, Casella says, there is “excellent evi-
dence” for large reserves of water on Mars. There is
ice and permafrost (permanently frozen ground)
similar to the frozen tundra regions on Earth. Some
scientists estimate that if all the sub-surface and
frozen water on Mars melted, its entire surface
would be flooded with water.

Y
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Clavis coelestis, 1742

Whatever conditions were on
Earth (when life began), there’s
a fairly good chance the
same conditions existed
on Mars or Venus.

Clarence Casella, associate professor, geology

>

However, at some time in Mars’ geologic history,
“the internal heat engine pooped out,” Casella
relates, and the planet stopped evolving. Volcanoes
stopped spewing out carbon dioxide and water,
chief sources of the atmosphere, so that now Mars
has virtually no atmosphere. Its features change
only because of such surface processes as wind
erosion.

Venus—Our sister planet

Venus, the next largest terrestrial planet, is referred
to as the Earth’s sister because its mass is closest to
that of the Earth and because it is the Earth’s clos-

there were not sufficient ocean waters to chemically
remove excess gas. The gases built up in the atmos-
phere, trapping solar radiation and creating a mas-
sive greenhouse effect.

Earth-The only life source?

While-only-slightly larger than Venus, three-

quarters of the Earth’s surface is water. The oceans
lock up carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, creat- (
ing limestone, and plants absorb atmospheric car-
bon dioxide through photosynthesis.

“We don’t know if life got started on Venus or Mars
because we don’t know how life got started on
Earth,” Casella says. “Whatever the conditions
were on Earth, there’s a fairly good chance that the
same conditions existed on early Mars or Venus. . . .
If Mars and Venus had large bodies of water and
the temperatures were right, maybe life started.”

He adds that scientists do know when life got
started on Earth, about 3.5 to 3.7 million years ago,
around the time there was a decrease in the meteo-
ric bombardment. Meteorites picked up on Earth
that are 4.5 billion years old, about the age of the
solar system, contain the simple amino acids that
may have been the building blocks of earthly life
forms. “The ingredients are there. The question is,
‘How do you stir the pot to get a really good
chicken soup?’ ” Casella asks.

2 ith a laugh, he suggests that “the first man
on Mars should be a paleontologist (a
scientist who studies fossils) so that we can find evi-
dence of fossil life.” Should such a discovery ever
occur, he believes its impact would be profound.

Casella does not expect that a human will ever set
foot on Venus. But then geologists have been wrong
before. Casella recalls that when he took his first
geology course in 1953, plate tectonics were
unknown and the Earth was thought to be 2 billion
rather than 4.5 billion years old. Nothing was
known about the age of the ocean floor. In fact a
noted scholar, who was one of Casella’s teacher at
Columbia University where Casella earned his
Ph.D., thought that the ocean floor-would prove to \
be the oldest part of the Earth rather then, as it
turns out, the youngest. @ \
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COLUMBUS DIDN'T DISCOVER US
(A project of Media Network)

Turning Tide Productions

PO Box 864

Wendell, MA 01379 USA

(508) 544-8313

A NEW VIDEO AVAILABLE IN
A $ l.* ;

ENGLSH

“We, the indigenous people will not celebrate. How
can we celebrate the moment which began with the
stealing of our lands—the massacres, kidnappings,

and tortures of our people?”
MARIA TO), (Quiche - Guatemala)
(ffom the video)

¢

VER Us

@ O
x Q
=

Pastor Swanson
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Order
PO Box 239

Oregon, IL 61061 AUG 19 1992

NATIVE PEOPLES PERSPECTIVES ON
THE COLUMBUS QUINCENTENNIAL

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Wendell, MA
Permit No. 9
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ORDER FORM

COLUMBUS DIDN'T DISCOVER US
TTP 145 (English version) e ISBN 1-881626-11-3

CRISTOBAL COLON: 500 ANOS DESPUES
TTP 146 (Spanish version) e ISBN 1-881626-12-1

VHS Video Sale

3 Institutions: $89.95

Q Community Groups: $39.95

O Indigenous Organizations: $29.95 (25% discount)

VHS Video Rental
O Institutions: $45
O Community Groups: $20

Bulk Order- Institutions
0 5-9 copies @ $67.50 (25% discount)
1 10 or more copies @ $53.95 (40% discount)

Bulk Order- Community Groups and Bookstores

(1 5-9 copies @ $29.95 (25% discount)

O 10 or more copies @ $23.95 (40% discount)

Videos may be re-sold as a fundraiser for your organization (at list
price of $39.95) to individuals and community groups only.

Free Discussion Guide: O English O Spanish

Ordered by:

Name

Organization

‘Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Shipping Address: (if different)

Name

Organization

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

[ Check/Money Order O Purchase Order [ Send Bill

Q Date of Showing: 0 Express Delivery
ory. TTP # | Tite Price Total
145 COLUMBUS DIDN'T DISCOVER US © [SBN 1-881626-11-3 $ $
146 | CRISTOBAL COLON: 500 ANOS DESPUES ¢ ISBN 1-881626-12-1 $
< e g Subtotal | $
e All orders add shipping & handling fee per tape: $5 (U.S.), $10
(Canada), $15 (foreign). For bulk orders, please inquire. 5% Sales Tax (MA only) | $
eAllow 2-3 weeks delivery. For express delivery (U.S.), add $15 (in L )
addition to S&H fee). For foreign express delivery, please inquire. Shipping & Handling (see fees to left) | $
eRentals are for one showing only. Schedule at least three weeks in
e TOTAL DUE | $

eRental price may be applied to purchase within 30 days.
sMake checks payable to TURNING TIDE PRODUCTIONS.

Institutional Rate: Public schools, universities, colleges,
libraries, museums, media art centers, and video rental libraries
and stores.

| Community Rate: Low-income community, student and religious
organizations, individuals and bookstores.

Wiite for our free catalog of award-winning, social issue documen-
taries, Videos, for a Changing World.

COLUMBUS DIDNT DISCOVER Us is a sponsored project of Media Network.

Call or send this order form with a check, money order or
purchase order (U.S. dollars only) to:

Turning Tide Productions

PO Box 864
Wendell, MA 01379 USA
(508) 544-8313
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local use only and each copy displays the copyright as printed above.

Additional copies of this document may be ordered from the ELCA Distribution Service for
the cost of postage and handling: 426 South Fifth Street, Minneapolis, MN 55440,
(800)328-4648.

Copies of the study booklet, From Aill That Dwell below the Skies (67-1211) are
available from the ELCA Distribution Service while supplies last.

This statement is also available in Spanish and Chinese from the Office for Studies, Divi-

sion for Church in Society, Evangslical Lutheran Church in America, 8765 West Higgins
Road, Chicago, IL 60631-4190, {312) 380-2719.
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First draft of a social statement on

Race, Ethnicity, and Culture

This draft has been prepared by the Task Force on Race, Ethnicity, and Cul-
ture, under the auspices of the Division for Church in Society and the
Commission for Multicultural Ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. The draft has been authorized for printing and distribution by
the board for the Division for Church in Society.

In 1990 the boards for the Commission for Multicultural: Ministries and for
the Commission for Church in Society called for the appointment of a task
force to prepare a social statement on race, ethnicity, and culture for the
1993 Churchwide Assembly. In 1991, the study booklet From All That
Dwell Below the Skies was made available for congregational discus-
sion and participation. Now, responses to this first draft will further inform
the development of the proposed social statement.

In 1992, Los Angeles was in flames, racial tension increased in‘'some com-
munities, and many voters were attracted to candidates who exploited fear
and resentment. This church designated 1992'a year of remembrance, re-
pentance; and renewal in the face of the past 500 years of injustices. Itis a
year for special attention to these matters in local, synodical, and'church-
wide settings.

Individuals and groups are urged to study this draft during
the Fall of 1992, and provide their insights to the task force.
In addition, hearings will be held in various locales.

In discussing the draft you might consider:
. 4 whether it accurately and helpfully describes and analyzes situa-

tions you experience and observe;
4 how the resources of our faith equip us to deal with the chal-
lenges confronting us; .
4+ what specific commitments the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America should make in order to address these challenges more
effectively, not only in our church but also in the wider society.

Through this deliberative process, it is hoped that we as a church will hear
one another, appreciate our differences in new ways, and arrive at a stron-
ger, more faithful witness to the gospel in our world today.

Send your comments and recommendations to the Office for Studies, Divi-
sion for Church in Society, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 8765

West Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631-4190, by January 1, 1993.
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l. A TIME OF CHALLENGE
A. The Changing Face of Society

1) Demographics
This is a world of rapid social change, including demographic change. The United
States of America knows the affects of such change.

African Americans, Asians, Hispanics, and Native Americans' now make up one-
fifth of the US population. Current projections indicate that these groups will make
up more than one-third of the population by the year 2020. The number of people
of these backgrounds will continue to grow at a faster rate than those of European
background, and the US population will increase in cultural variety.

This demographic shift has affected the US in some positive ways. Festivals cel-
ebrating distinctive cultures have become commonplace, and have fostered
contact between and among various groups.

The change is seen, to a certain extent, in government, businesses, and churches.
Today's political leadership does reflect to a greater degree than before the diver-
sity of the population. Business leadership does look for ways to respond to
cultural diversity. Church leadership does seek new means to minister with and
among all social groups.

2) Tensions and Hostilities

Reactions to the demographic shift, however, are not all positive. Perceptions of a
changing society instill fear across the US, in neighborhoods, and even in
churches.

Some white Americans fear their loss of majority status will cause the disintegra-
tion of the nation. Some African Americans, Asians, Hispanics, and Native
Americans are convinced of increased hostility from the dwindling majority. They
express outrage at continued treatment as “minorities,” a position with built-in
political, economic, and social disadvantages.

Current events highlight the racism of white America, a racism that is not only indi-
vidual but also embedded in the assumptions, institutions, and practices of social
structures. In the past,2 and now again, churches must name the white American
sin of racism.

As the make up of the US becomes more diverse, however, relations between
social groups become more complex. The racism of white Americans — of Euro-
pean Americans — has helped to set the stage for confrontation between African
Americans, Asians, Hispanics, and Native Americans. When these communities
compete for the institutional power denied them, they can find themselves on col-
lision courses with one another.

+ 3+
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3) A Church Organized for Ministry

This church will stand with and for those who struggle under the burdens of social
injustice, in solidarity with people and cultures relegated to positions as “outsid-
ers” and at a disadvantage in terms of economic power. This church will stand
with and for those who struggle against their own complicity in injustice, and those
who challenge the injustices present in their places of responsibility.

This church will sustain its commitment to economic justice; it will continue to
work for local, state, and national laws safeguarding civil rights, and addressing and
redressing inequality. This church will provide sufficient means for the task at
hand.

This church will strive for just access to quality education, to employment with ap-
propriate compensation, to business and housing opportunities, to transportation,
to comprehensive health care, and to other services in areas such as law, banking,
and insurance. It will promote respect of cultures in public presentations, in art, in
advertising, and in other endeavors.

This church will seek appropriate legal redress of discriminatory practices that limit
access to services. It will insist on fair distribution of the social costs of addressing
and redressing past wrongs.

This church will also advocate for just immigration policies, including fairness in
visa regulations and in admitting and protecting refugees. It will work for policies
causing neither undue repercussions within immigrant communities nor discrimi-
nation against them.

Efforts against racism and on behalf of justice and community among all people
will take place at the international level, as well. These efforts will recognize the
multicultural nature of the world, and seek an international understanding of cul-
tural diversity and civil rights. This church will support US participation in the
international movement to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination.

In all this we will work with governments and non-governmental organizations, and
in collaboration with ecumenical partners. We will know the courage and strength
of the gospel, and will ever pray for guidance.

Your Holy Spirit offers us new life, O God.
To a world where there are need and oppression,
may we bring our lives and love, O God.
To a world where there are racism, hatred, and divisions,
may we bring our lives and love, O God.
Lead us forth, O God,
in joy and faith, in truth and freedom.
Amen.

+ 16 +
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what were seen as full rights to all women and men, including women and men of
color and/or primary language other than English.

Public attention has now moved beyond what were viewed in the 1960s as civil
rights. At issue now are the roles and responsibilities of public and private sectors
in assuring equal opportunity for all citizens. But even if people of all backgrounds
say they support equal opportunity, they can disagree on what equal opportunity
means.

People of European background often contend that government should get out of
their way and let everyone advance on his or her own.? This would allow equal op-
portunity. Many European Americans deny any advantage to being white, and
resent government's favoring of “those other people.”

Some people of color andfor primary language other than English also hold that
government should get out of the way and let everyone fend for himself or herself.
But African American voters more frequently support candidates willing to address
the problem of unequal power, and to create equal opportunity through govern-
ment programs. They express the need for government action in redressing past
and present inequality, and in assuring a sustainable future.

Such differences in opinion over equal opportunity influenced the presidential elec-
tions of 1980, 1984, and 1988. Many working class whites, opposed to govern-
ment policies designed to create equal opportunity, changed their political
alignment. And the significance of equal opportunity continues to be a heated
political concern. A candidate's stand on affirmative action has, if anything, be-
come more important to an electorate experiencing difficult economic times and
dwindling opportunity.

2) Other Conflicts over Equality and Justice
Conflicts over equal opportunity take place whenever power is at stake.

European Americans tend to think the criminal justice system serves, protects,
and defends. Members of other social groups might consider the criminal justice
system far from just. European Americans tend to hold the individual criminal as
solely responsible for his or her crime. Members of other groups often see an un-
just, racist society mirrored in what the criminal has done, and in how he or she is
treated by police, courts, and prisons.

Conflicts also center around schools and higher education. According to some
people, educational institutions impart the shared values of democracy. According
to others, they serve the interests of European Americans while keeping other
people behind. At issue here are teaching in languages other than English, and the
development of culturally appropriate educational materials and testing methods.
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envisaged new possibilities for ministry and have contributed to the search for a
common good that is, in fact, a common good.

This church will continue to seek a better environment for public discussion, en-
couraging and enabling moral deliberation when and where it can: in neighbor-
hoods and in the nation, locally and globally. It will look for ways to enhance in-
volvement in public life by people who have lacked power to participate fully, but
who feel injustices most directly.

This church’s call to a serving and liberating presence in the world will be shown,
for example, in:
<+ modeling exchanges in which people of different cultures can find
points of agreement while sometimes “agreeing to disagree”;
4+ modeling honest ways of dealing with sore social issues;
4 modeling healthy ways of dealing with change that inevitably comes
from cultural contact;
<+ bringing together parties in conflict, and creating space for their delib-
eration;
4 advocating and practicing social justice in this church and society;
< participating in identifying a common good, locally, nationally, and inter-
nationally, and in working toward it;
<4 cooperating and working with others who share the quest for a com-
mon good.

B. Moving in the Right Direction(s) .

1) A Church Gathered and Dispersed

The challenge before the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is to open itself
to the renewing breath of the Holy Spirit. Let this church see, appreciate, and avow
the rich variety of culture present among the people called, gathered, and enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit, and among all people east and west, north and south!

In this connection, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America reaffirms efforts
such as: its Multicultural Mission Strategy;"! its provision for the representation of
people of color and/or primary language other than English on boards and other
decision-making bodies; its Commission for Multicultural Ministries; its develop-
ment of resources in languages other than English; and its ministry starts in
multicultural settings.

This church will sustain and expand these and other commitments in its response
to the multicultural reality of society . It will be sensitive to the many ways its Euro-
pean American cultural biases continue to cause people to feel excluded.

This church will examine, on a continuing basis, its procedures, policies, and pro-
grams. It will assure adequate representation when they are discussed and
adopted.
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2) Culture

At the heart of the matter stands not race or ethnicity, but culture — the process
through which all people as members of a social group cooperate in response to
the physical, social, intellectual, or spiritual demands placed upon them. Through
cooperation, shared patterns of thinking, feeling, and acting emerge to guide
people through their everyday lives.

Culture harbors its members’ dreams and distinctions, and orders their percep-
tions of reality. A culture’s members transmit shared patterns of living to new
members. Patterns change as they are transmitted, and are adapted to new times
and places.

Culture is a process that both includes and excludes. The examination of a given
culture can show how its members have survived in a variety of settings. It can
also reveal an aloofness, an arrogance, or even an exploitation of those who are
not members. Unconsciousness of culture blinds its members to forces controlling
behavior and to attitudes toward people who are similar and people who are
different.

Cultural arrogance purposely restricts cultural interaction. European Americans
display cultural arrogance when they make their own culture the norm to which
others must conform, and assume they have nothing to learn from others. While
African Americans, Asians, Hispanics, and Native Americans do not belong to the
dominant culture of the US, they can and do place their own restrictions on cultural
interaction.

A multicultural approach, on the other hand, considers each of the world’s cultures
as limited yet valid. This approach allows members of one culture to learn from
members of other cultures, and also to teach what they themselves have learned
about being human.

3) Race and Ethnicity

Culture and not biology is primarily responsible for the term race. Despite efforts to
assess skin pigmentation, shared gene pools, or even more absurdly, cranial ca-
pacity, race escapes biological definition.

The term race is not a neutral category. Race is a product of culture and of political
struggle; its meaning changes over time and from one place to another.8 Race
breaks the biological unity of the human species, for political, economic, and social
purposes. Thus, race has been used to assert superiority and inferiority, or even to
divide humanity into free and slave.

In the US, European Americans have had the institutionalized power to enforce
their judgments as to superiority and inferiority. They have been able to relegate
members of other cultures to separate races, to isolate them, and to exploit them.
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their own failure and to hope in God's future. So enlightened, God's people have a
vision of where God is moving creation, and witness to the coming of God’s reign
in what they say and do.

This church recommits itself to its witness in society. As ever before, this witness
includes doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God (Mic 6:8).
We move toward the future, even as God'’s future moves toward us (Eph 1:9-10).
Hl. A TIME OF COMMITMENT

A. Church in mromon<

1) Liberating and Serving Presence

The church as a community gathered around word and sacrament is already a
church in a broken society. Thus empowered, the church continues to become, to

- a world that knows fear and suffering, a liberating and serving presence.

Word and sacrament are the originating center for this church's service, through
its baptized members, congregations, synods, churchwide structure, social minis-
try organizations, and educational institutions.

The US has reached yet another critical juncture concerning race, ethnicity, and
culture. The year 1992 found Los Angeles in flames, voters attracted to candidates
who exploited fear and resentment, and social tension an election year issue. For
this church, 1992 had already occasioned remembrance and repentance;® it now
provides fresh incentive to tend to festering hurts in healing ways.

2) Seeking Justice

From the testimony of Scripture, the church knows that God intends social justice
— right relationship or righteousness — among members of all social groups. Of
concern are not just individual relationships, but relations between cultures as well.

The faithful will always ask “what is right or wrong with this picture?” in order to
discern what is needed for right relationship. A particular injustice is usually but one
piece of a whole, interlocking social web, a pattern of injustice.

Among the most evident and most severe of patterned injustice is the systematic
domination — economic and otherwise ~ by European Americans of African Ameri-
cans, Asians, Hispanics, and Native Americans.

But the social web is complex, indeed. Victims of racial oppression can visit injus-
tice upon their own numbers, or upon members of other cultures. The significance
of these injustices becomes clearer as people of different cultures interact with
one another, and tell their stories.

+ 12 +

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

2) Common Sin

Scripture also knows the boundaries between cultures, and the restrictions placed
upon them. At Babel, the language of the earth was confused (Gen 11:7, 9), and
humanity was scattered. Israel fought members of Canaanite and Philistine cul-
tures, and was challenged to maintain its own culture when enslaved by Egypt and
Babylonia. Palestine later knew the cultural hegemony of the Romans.

For Israel, culture both included and excluded. The children of Israel were united in
language and other cultural factors. They were at the same time united against the
Samaritans {with whom Jesus associated in Jn 4). They were keenly aware of the
differences between themselves and the Syrophoenicians (helped by Jesus in

(Mk 7:29).

In the Bible, humanity rejoiced in culture, but also protected itself behind the barri-
cades of culture. Today, humanity still knows the gifts of culture. But people still
indulge in the racism, ethnocentricism, and underlying cultural arrogance that con-
struct barriers.

Cultural arrogance is idolatrous and self-justifying, trusting culture rather than trust-
ing God. The Bible's word for misplaced trust is sin. "If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 Jn 1:8).

Sin takes multiple forms: individual and corporate; what is done and what is left
undone; the sin of the victimizer and the sin of the victim who would victimize. All
have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).

3) Redemption

Racism, ethnocentricism, and the cultural arrogance from whence they spring,
fracture community, fragment society, and violate God's creation and will for hu-
manity. They break the unity of humankind by imposing self-serving racial or ethnic
barriers; they deny the truth that all humans are God's creatures and, therefors,
persons of dignity.

But the God revealed by Scripture confronts us with a living word. The cross
stands in stark contrast to human denial, idolatry, and self-justification. Because of
the cross, people of faith can confess sin; walls of hostility have been broken down
(Eph 2:14).

Christ gathers together in unity the scattered children of God (Jn 11:52). If the
story of Babel is of a people scattered, Pentecost is the story of a people called
and gathered. At Pentecost (Acts 2), a new community comes to life in the Holy
Spirit. Every nation under heaven is represented. The cultural differences that so
often raise barriers become blessings instead.
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