LUTHERAN OUTDOOR MINISTRIES CENTER
Oregon, Illinois

THEKA TASK FORCE
February 20, 1993

Intentions: 1. Winter Prairie Walk
2. Review of Mission Statement and Objectives
3. Plans for next meeting(s)
. Review of 1993 LOMC Resource - The Wakan of the Coyote
5. Learn interests of new members

8:15am Breakfast

9:00am  Get Acquainted g W//
Devotions "Naming" _ é?fﬂ
Readings from
Genesis 2:18-20 :

Matthew 11:1-6

Information about ‘
Linnaeus (Botany in the Field, Scott, 15-16, 124 f£r)
People's Family Names
Keys for Identification

Hymn ~ "Jesus, Name All Names Above"

Prayer

Winter Prairie Hike (through the eyes of . . .) : Ka;y
Carl Grumbles :
Jim Rastorfer

Joan Olson 5;/
Tim Asplund (Barbie)

Debriefing
What did you hear being said?
What did you think? feel?
How would you put this experience in words? concepts?
What would you teach this to others? How?
How does anything we did connect with the theme of "Naming?"

12:15pm Lunch

1:00pm Review of 1993 Resource (Introduction and Intention Grid)
Review of Mission Statement and Objectives
Plans for next meeting(s) )
Next Meeting T / ”5;
1. Possible dates -@Ey 8/ 29, June 5 ¢~
2. Volunteers to plan meeting '
3. Organize some work teams
4. Share copies of 1993 Resource
Summer or Fall Meeting - Date?
Suggestion of Activities
Other

3:00pm Closing Prayer and Departure



THE PLANT KINGDOM
CLASSIFICATION

BINOMIAL SYSTEM OF NOMENCLATURE.
CAROLUS LINNAEUS (1707 - 1778), A SWEDISH BOTANIST

KINGDOM | - Anirﬁalia Plantae
DIVISION (Phylum) | C‘hbrdata Anthophyta
CLASS , Mammalia Dicotylendoneae
ORDER o Primates Rosales
FAMILY | Hominidae Rosaceae
GENUS Homo Rosa

SPECIES iam;zm gallica
Common Name Modern Humans Domestic Rose
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By ]ame& R. Chiles

Call me Great or Wise, Just
don’t call me Disorganized

- You probably can’t name five of your
last ten teachers, but I'll bet you can
‘identify at least five of the Seven Dwarfs.
‘That's "because those names—Dopey,
Grumpy, Sneezy and the rest—are col-
orful adjectives that suit the character
of their bearers. Likewise, if you had
taken a physics course from a professor

called Jonathan the Grant-Killer, you .

would-be remembering his name right
" now with absolute certitude.

You'll . never forget Eric the Red,
either, or 'Richard the Lion Hearted,
Attila’the Hun and Ivan the Terrible.
All, “of "course, had the “Nickname.”
The indexes of my history books con-
tain more than three dozen Greats. They
also list two Magnificents, a Bald, a Bold,
a Silent, a Fortunate, a Peaceable, two
Wises, a Short and a Tall.

Naming people by adjectives makes
as much sense today as ever, and I think
the custom should be revived. It would
help enormously in remembering ca-
sual acquaintances at parties and might
even spare some of us embarrassment at
our own family reunions, But first,
some background.

The golden age of the Nickname was
the Middle Ages, and the reason is sim-
ple. In those days there were nobles and
royalty by the hundreds, but last names
weren't‘an accepted custom-in England
yet, and the English shared only a very
few chosen. names. A survey in 1295
found that just four names—John, Rob-
ert, Richard and William—accounted
for more. than half the men in the com-
munity of Huntingdon. Adjectives were
the only way to keep track of all the
Bills and Bobs.

The lack of a few good nicknames
could create serious confusion. In Sep-
tember 1066, King Harold I1 of England
was worried about the prospect of inva-
sion from Normandy. Then he caught
word of another invasion already under

way, led by Harald III, King of Norway.
The English Harold gathered his army
and hurried north in time to catch the
Norwegian Harald. Hoping to avoid a
battle, Harold II sent his emissary, the
royal herald (no, I'm not making this
up), to talk to Harald III's representa-
tives, But Harald III's men rebuffed
Harold II's men, and the two armies be-
gan their clashing and bashing. Contem-
plate for a moment the plight of a bard
trying to recite a ballad about the im-
mortal words spoken between Harold's
and Harald’s heralds.

This skirmish proved pivotal to West-
ern history because it sapped English
military power at a crucial moment and
helped the Normans win the Battle of
Hastings three weeks later. Hastings
ended the Anglo-Saxon monarchy in
England. Yet who today has heard of
either one of the kings—Harold or
Harald? Just about everybody remem-
bers the leader of the invading Nor-
mans, William the Conqueror.

This time around, the Nickname
should be readily available to all, fa-
mous or not. And behold, it is: legal
name-change proceedings allow it. An
invented new name can't be obscene or
horn in on famous personalities for
profit, but just about anything else goes.

If the judge asks why you want an
unusual new name, try this argument.
Experts say that most Anglo-American
surnames in any phone book can be
traced back to an adjective or some other
descriptive term chosen many hundreds
of years ago. Last names usually come
from just one of four things: patronyms
(such as “Richardson,” or “Richard’s
son”), medieval occupations (“Smith,”
for “blacksmith”), place names (“Rivers”)
or descriptions of one particular ances-
tor's traits (“Armstrong”). So tell the
judge we've already tapped into the ad-
jectival origins of surnames and you just
prefer a different adjective.

In my state, for a written petition,
modest fee and a quick court appea
ance with two witnesses, 1 could r
emerge to face the world as James tl
Magnificent. My wife and children cou
be Magnificent too, if they wanted to b
I could be talked into other adjective
of course. I wouldn't mind going to :
airline counter and hearing, “Here
your boarding pass, Mr. Wonderful!”

Just think what an asset a ringin
legally sanctioned name such as Jam
T. Great could be during my next jc
interview. I could hit a home run whe
the interviewer asks, “And what is
that makes you so Great?” Or what abot
James the Conqueror? The interviewe
would think twice before insulting m
if there was a chance I might have
small army waiting outside.

It all sounds pretty good, but at th
point some second thoughts might be i
order. There are relatively few superl:
tives in the English language. Afte
Great, Magnificent, Brilliant, Wonde)
ful and Powerfu] become commonplact
what then? Latecomers are not likel
to petition for names like Andrew th
Bald or Susan the Nuisance, howeve
‘accurate. We could end up with million
of Greats,

My pessimistic side thinks it know
where the proliferation of Great-nes
could lead. Think how the title o
“star”—once the pinnacle of the enter
tainment industry—suffered from over

- use and had to be replaced by “superstar.

Recording “hit” succumbed to “mega
hit.” We could well have people trudg
ing back to court to ask for revision t
James the Super-Great or Mary. the
Ultra-Powerful.

So, if the Nickname ever catches or
and then runs out of control, don’
come to me and say I didn't warn you
Meanwhile, I'll be right there in the
phone book—under “Wise, James the.”
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1. Je - sus,Name all names a- bove; Je - sus, best and dear - est;
2. Je - sus,crowned with bit - ter thorn, By man - kind for - sak - en,
3.Je -sus, o-pen me the gate That of old he en - tered
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Je - sus, fount of per - fect love, Ho - liest, ten-derest, near - est;
Je - sus, who through scourgeand scorn Held thy faith un - shak -en,
Who, in that most lost es - tate, Whol-1ly on thee ven - tured
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Thou the source of grace com-plet - est, Thou the pur est,. thou the sweet-est
Je - sus,clad in - pur-ple rai-ment, For SvR. 5~ ,/LS mak-ing pay-men
Je - sus,leave me not to lan-guish: Help - less, hope-less, full of an-guis
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Thou the well of power di - vine, Make me, keep me, seal me thine!
Let not all thy woe and pain, Let not Cal-vary be in vain! .
Je - sus, let me hear thee ‘say, “Thou shalt be with me to-day!” A-men. i
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Theoctistus of the Studium, cir. 89
Tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66 a
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