- REVEEATTION

1:1-3:22 The cover letter which is attatched to the vision.

;1 Yhat does "revelation" mean? What is being
%»rchaled? (Jesus Christ, central to understanding
book. Not book about peonle, but about Christ.
The end ©f which John refers is not a time, but a

person., The "Alpha and Omega.")

K What would soon take place? (Persecution.)
l:% What emphasis on reading aloud? (Used for wor-
ship. Read in congregation.)
f&hatfdoes it mean that the people will be blessed?
Cﬁ$3§“” understand nature of suffering and its

place in God's eternal purpose.)

»AA&:&;V:ﬁ+é”@ZL”” ¢~4;“%?.Zliﬁ How does John describe God? ("Who is, and who
7 , was, and who. is to come.")
, What does this mean? Seven spirits. (Fulness of God
%ié; Whygt is Jesus called the first born of the dead?
Resurrection.)
What does John mean by "ruler?" How did Christ frec
us from our sins?
1:6 Whaydid Christ make by His crucifixion? (&
kingdom,/ priests.) '
What is a priest? (Bne through whom God exercises
His redeeming work.,)
1l:7 What does John mean by "he is coming?" (John
not really concerned with parousia. Christ is always
coming to man.- "Maranatha." Note liturgical stance.
1:8 Note vs. 4. What do we mean by calling God al-
nighty? (Note limited coercion, but the power of in-
- vincible love. Must combine God's sovereignty and
God's.mercy in some way. This is how John does it.)
1:9 Where does John find himself? Why?
1:10 What does this mean? ", . . in the spirit on th
Lord's Day?" (A period of vision on Sunday.
Do we acquaint this with Jean Dixion? Problem of
ESPs Prophets and apocolyptists are concerned with
historical situatien. They were not aware of ESP,
-Dixon is, and she lays claims to its validity. If
ESP was not respectable 'one doubts she would be able
- to suggestisuch notionss
1:12-13% Who was speaking to John? (Son of Man.
What does Son .of Man mean?
1:1%5-16 How is Christ described? Why? (Photographi
art. Time to emphasize ‘art of book.)
1:17-18 How do€s Jesus .descrba Himself? (First,
last, and .living.) ( )
What .are,Death and, Hades? Grawe.
(A0 funkhly LSz,
2:1-3:22" (Brefk into 7 teams and answer: What is
quality of Christ described? What is the record of
the church John praises? What are its deficiencies?
What are the promises?)

2:1-"/Ephesus: : ,

2%1 Qualities of Christ: Holk church in His hand.
2:2-3,6 Church Record: Patience with false apostles
Hate Nicolatians,. .

2:4-5 Deficiency: Lack of love. Iptolerant of pa-
gan religions and heretics.
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2: Promise: Who is Conqueror? What was the Tree
of Life in the paradise of God? Were there not some
problems with this for Adam and Even in the Genesis
story?

2@8-11 Smyrna

2:8 GQualities of Chrlst- First born - resurrcction.
2:9-10 Church Record: Who is the devil? (Rome)
For what should they prepare? (Persecution.)

2:11 Promise: Secodd death. (Note 20:6, 14; 21:8)
What is it? (Eternal destruction.)

Must be seen witkin context of John writing to the
martyrs~to—be as a pastor.)

2:12-17 Pergamum

2:12 Qualities of Christ: What is Two-edged sword?
Zword of God.)

2:1% Church Record: Where does Satan dwell? (Rome .
2:14-16 Deficiencies: Idolatry and immorality.
(Foemer is problem and latter is deficiency.)

Denied faith so they would not be recognized as
Christiens. Tolerated pagan religions.

2:17 Promise: Stones - admission to public occasior
- the heavenly banqueh.

2:18-29 Thyati\}

2:18 Quality, of Christk ILocal guild of bronze smitk
Christ descriled as one opposite of sun god worshiped
in Thyatria.

2:19 Church.Record G

2:20-2% Deficiencies: Sﬁsuality. They believed it
was all right to practice immoralityhnd still be
followers of Christ, '

2:24-29 Promise: (Note Psalm 2) What is role of
conqueror? (Rule and smash pagan controls.)

\N .

:1—6 Sardis
51 Quality of Christ: The Fulness of God and the
hu -

’ § ‘Deficiency: Mediocrity.

4 Church Record: Some faithful people,

-6 Promise: Book of Life (Note 20:12, 15, 21:27.
Those who will be citizens of heaven. One cannot
earn heaven. But one can<blot outhis own name.

\)\l

.I

\N
N

3:7-1% Philadelphia .
5:7/ zremmxxe GQhality of Christ: Opens door for con-

5:8~-11 Church Record What is their char:octeristic?
(Patient Endurance.)
5:12-1% Promise: New heaven is present in fzithful,

5:14-22 Taodicea

S5:14 Quality of Christ: Alpha and Omega
5:15-20 Deficiencies: Repulsive indifference,
”‘21— 2 Fromise: Sit upon throne with Chr-ist.

4:1-8:5 The Court of Hesven and the o@vvn Seals - Jdohn's philsophy of
history.
4:1-11 «The beglnnlng of the description of the visic
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What one idea does this chapter portray? (Worship of
God the creator. We stand in awe of God,)

2:1~14 Who is qualified to open the scroll by break-
ing the seals? (Lion and Lemb is crucified and risen
Lord. Christ is the agent. The agent in the smz1ll
scroll is the martyr.,)

What is contained in the scroll? (God's redeeming
purpose, especially in Jesus Christ,)

6:1-8 What do four horsemen symbolize? (White -
war; red - rebellion; black - famine; pale - disease
and pestilence. They are not intended to dustroy
but to carry out God's redemptive plan. This must
be understood in light of the cross.)

e~
6:9-11 Who &re“the soul€ under the alt.r? (Previ-
ous martyrs.)
How is their question answered? (They are given the
symbol of victory, but must wait till the rest of the
martyrdom is completed.,)

6:12-17 To what does the earthquake refer? (The
overthrow of a worldly political power which is re-
bellious toward God.)

7:1-8 Pause in breaking of seals. Sealing of the
martyrs. Why are the martyrs sealed? (Protect thenm

. . - from terror. Compare to Passover seul - blcod on
~door posts.) .

7:9=1 ‘thﬁare these people in white robesy (llar-
tyrs.g L

8:1-5 What is the seveth seal? (The end, but is i
This is prelude for the Seven Truupets where we get a
more refined view of the great martyrdom,.

Summary: What is philosophy of John? (There will be
a persecution through which God reigns. God's Judg-
ment is through the death of the martyrs, like the
cross, though this appears as a Judgment of the
government upon the martyrs. God will overthrow the
Roman ‘Empire.)

8:6-11:19 The Seven Trumpets - Leads up to view of great martyrdon.

. 8:6-11:19 Symbolism of trumpets. (EZscort for the
ark of the covenant, proclamation of divine sover-
eignty - accession of a King to the throne, summons
to general repentance, and a close association with

“worship,.) S

8:6-12 First foun trumpets deal with naturzl plagues
(Affect earth, salt water, fr shfwater, and sky.)
Whet natural plagues are you reminded of elsewhere

in Scripture? (Plagues in Egypt. Cf. &xodus 9:2%-25
What is purpose of these natural events? (Repentance
The plagues are God's Jjudgment upon sin. However,
‘not a final Judgement. Note close parallel with pre-
vious activity in Egypt before the Exodus,
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8:13-9:12 The first woe and fifth trumpet.
In vss. 1-% what is being described? (Evil.)
To what extent, in vss. 4 and 5, can evil preveil?
(To the end God wills. . Remeber, God uses evil to do
good!) ‘
ﬁ%«?“yhat is cagse of evil? (Human sin - human faces on
SRR S . .

9:1%-21 Sixth truupet.

What does this passage describe? (The vast resources
of evil.,) o

How come, since we must assume the Gospel is present,
evil has such accomplishments? (The preaching of
the Gospel does cause the hardening of hearts.)

10:1-11 What are the contenots of the 1little scrollt
(The redeeming purposes: of God effected through the
martyrs. The. large scrolls regarded Christ and His
redeeming purposes)

In vs. 6 when should the martyrdom be expected?
(Soon. Gives indication that Joyn wrote before per-
secution. )

What is scroll bitter and sweet? (Persecution and
promise.) '

What does it mean to prophesy in Vs. 117 (Work out
God's fedemptive plan - to die the deafh of a martyr.

11:1-3 The teumple is the house of God and the holy
city is the great martyrdom. Period of time, months
or days, refers to Daniel. Period of persecution.
(CF. Daniel 12%7)

11:4-14 Who are the. two olive trees and two lamp-

5 stands? (The church.) .
Shall any harm befall them? What is Sodofm and
Egypt? (Rome.) v
What is the earthquaﬁb? (The overthrow of idolatry -
the basic sin of the peoples)

11:15-19 The seventh truunpete.

Proclaims enthronement of king. All rebellion ends.
And God's sovereignty complete. Here begins the in-
terpretation. of Psalm 2. Though there is a finality
with this trumpet, John starts all over again.
"Gaihcelled Conclusions'" - martyrdom, like the cross,
is the price of divine forbearance.

12:1-14:20 The true nature of the conflict. This passage expands
ideas from previous passage.
12:1-6 Who is being born? (Christ.)
What constitutes the date of his birth? (His cru-
. cufuxion, the day of enthronement.)
Note the rale of the city in Genesis 4:17. Wilder-
ness is sedvrity. Crucifixion is Christ's aecesion
to the throne.

12:7-12 Passage expands 12:4-5.

Michael and events are the heave@y counterpart to
what earthly event? (Crucifixion.)

The word "SATAN" means "Adversary." Nature of battl
is legal oppostion. Satan wrongfully accusses the
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faithful (Vs. 10). Saten now divested 2& position
will be responsible in the next two chapters for the
mistreatment of Christians as he goes through his
death throes.

12:15-17 Expands 12:6. Satans war upon the Chris-
tians. The river of lies,

15:1-10 Who is the monster? (Rome.)
Why is Rome a monster? (Tyranical government.)

1%5:11-18 Who is this second monster? (Hard to de-
fine. May be Nero in relation to the "Nero Alive"
wyth, but highly unlikely.)

Point of passage is what happens to the Church?
(The legal aspects ape that the Christians could be
killed, but this is not necessarily their fatie,
This is what forms heathen hostility can take.)

14:1-5 The soldiers of Christ.

14:6-1%5 Who are the blessed? Is the world doomed?
(Yes, but the martyrs are to do sometlhing about it.
Bring about man's repentance.)

14:14-20 The judgment of God in the acts of hostili-
ty by the enemy. God's way is won despite evil.
God is sgwereign and merciful.

15:1-16:21 The Seven Bowls - the fall of Biyloh announced. (Rome)
17:1-19:4 Explanation of cause of fall,

19:5-20:15 The ra@gn of God.
19:5-10 Three images: bride, feast, sanftity (pur-
ity). Refers to the Church.

19:11-21 Who is the image? (Christ.)

Christ's accomplishments are due both to Christ's
deeds as well as the martyr's. What is His weapon?
(Two edged sword - proclamation of Gospel.)

20:1-10 Passage not really important. ZEmphasizes
triumph of Christ and martyrs. However, evil is
shown din its resiliancy. Resurrection meansto

be released into the world, as in Christds resurrec-
tion. Not necessarily a bodily resurrection (which
apparently is meaning of second resurrection.).

20:11-15 Nature of book described under scroll.
Final victory is over death.

RIxFRR:

21:1-22:5 The New Jerusalem.
21:1-8 Comparison of Roume with new Jerusalem. The
end is not an event but a person, the omega roint,
Jesus Christ.

21:9-22:5 The temple - God's claim on the secular
world., Heaven - living eternslly in God's presence,
22:6-22:21 Epilogue.
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o THE FIRST LUTHERAN MESSENGER
~ The First, ; Tartheron Ghurch of Berwyn, Illinois
: Eucl:.d Avenue at 33,513 S'bree'b

The Rev, John E.' Swansoa,* P'ms'bor L T o 71,9-0888
The Church Offlce e e A - 788132

SERIES OF SERMONS ON BOOK OF REVELATION

2oMm 'bhe congregat:\.on
~sted in,: There was

also“fSugges-be
i‘ers :E’rom o’rfhi .

it seems that to deal m:bh Revel’wtion Would deal with these 'other m'toiaice: .'
Beg:mn:_ng on Su.lday July ]3 we w:r.ll glve oursclves to e:cem:l.nmg 'bhe book

be sure to brmg your Blbles to churc,,. The ‘outiin “follow: _g
dJuly 13.  Introdaction... .- S ek
July 20 - ;1-3 22 . *wThe ccver 1e’oter wh:n.ch is a’otached ﬁ:a sion,
July 27 = Lsl-8:5  The Court of Heaven and the Seven seals, »Johnts .

philosophy of history.
August 3 8 6-3_1:19 The Seven Trmnpets - leads up- 'I:.o view: oi‘ grea‘b\ :
August 10 12 l-lb, 20 Th@ true nature of -bhe confl:r.m‘;, . Th:.s passa.ge
: e:ipands ideas from previous passa age. ..
August kﬂ 15 '1--16 21 The Seven Bowls ~ the fall of &hylon announced
Augus-b 17:1-19:) . . Explenation of cause of her fall, o - L
3 19: 5-20:15 The Reign of God. B
. 11 21:1-22:5 The New Jerugalen, o ce T T
‘ Sep‘bu 21 - 22:6w22:21 . Fpilogues . .

Each Week wefmll mser‘b’ blank sheets n;n “the b‘ullctrn so you. can ask
quest:.ons. Hopeful]‘.y 'bhey can be answered in both 'bhe ser‘mon and through the
‘Messenger." Opoorwn:.tz.es for dlelogue ‘will also be created R

Please read the possages in prcparatlon and be sure to br:n.ng ycmr B:Lbles
to the worship service, -

REMEMBER SUNDAY SERVICE IS 9'00 A.M.

THANKS TO PROPERTY COMMITTEE : \ .
The new sec’c:a.dn of ‘the basement ha.s ‘been comole'bely rcpa.m*bed Thanks for
the good ,]Ob. ; o
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NEW, MEMBERS RECELVED N -
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The following new members were received on June 15,
by Baptism = Demnis Berry, 7128 West 3Yth Street, PI9-0958
by Confirmation - Miss Geil Brawn, 1L09 Ridgeland, PI9-0953
, Mr, John Sabo, 651L Windsor, thz-0186
by Reaffirmation -Mrs, John Sabo, 651l Windsor, L,84-0186
Sl Miss Loura Stahle, 3h01 Osk Park, PI9-1073

mrmeFJOINQBoARDs*_ R R I I
On Wednesday, July 30, 7:30pm the First Lutheran Church Council and the

Berwyn Presbyberian Church Session will meet at our church. What brings

‘these two groups together is the desire to have dialogue and shapre ‘cOnCErns

as-we deal with our commmnity., We are hopeful that other church boards-can
get involved, This is not a dec¢ision making group, but in this informal

-~ and unofficial setting the business of being +he church in Berwyn con be
- creatively discussed, .o

PASTOR SWANSON AND FAMITY AT CAMP AUGUSTANA o

July 20-26 Pastor Swanson will be the dean of the Senior High Week at
Comp Augustana, This is an experimental camp program which the Illinois
Symod ‘Camping ‘committee asked the Pastor to conduct this year due to the

¢ransition dn camp directors.

TAYMEN TO CONDUCT SERVICE P : ' ‘ .

There was such a fine response to the laymen conducting the service while
the Pastor was at Synod that the Pastor has requested and the jaymen have
accepted to do it again, This will be on Sunday, August 17.

SENTCR CORFIRMATION meets Wednesday, July 16, at l:QOmef

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION AFTER SERVICE - |
After the 9:00am services on July 27 and August 10 there will be coffee

_.and conversgbion, Hopefully you can plan to stay. On July 27 Peter Digre

‘and Ronald Musil of the YMCA have been invited to tell their concerss re-
gording the total YMCA program for Gicero and Berwyn. ' ‘

On June 29 we had an opportunity to hear from Dr, Robert Centry who is on

the YMCA board, There was a short time for questions, but certainly more
has to be discussed, T o -

GIDEONS TO BE REPRESENTED o , \

On Sunday, July 27, the Gideon International will be represented by a
speaker who will describe some of the work of the Gideons. The Church
Council-has spproved~that the Gideons.xreceive o Retiring Offering, — -
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IETTERS FROM AROUND THE NATION

~ The Pastor received five letters in response to the recent article in~
"The Imtheran" and wishes to share them wibh you, Four of them were most
encouraging, A fifth letter was from a person who apparafc.ly didntt under=-
stand the ar"bicle end has an #&x to grind with clergy in géneral and the
Inrt.heran ‘Chureh in’ @ar“b:.cular. Unforhmately it is too long to quote in the
“Messenger,“ but-it is avallable in the church office for those who eare to -
read ity

From the mayor of Bmgor 3 Pennsylvania:

BJust a quick note to say I hope your "Tanpest“ about the coffee house
has died down Unfortunately the quiet about my attempt to have a YDC in
our areay as described in the May 7 issue ’ is only qu.z.et because the pro-
ject never (or hasntt yet) come about.

You have my best wishes for success;"

From a 1ady in Traverse City, Michigan:

MT have just read in the July 2 Iutheran of the harassmarb to your
church ‘because of your attempting to be "Ehrist:.an" more then in name or
solely on Sunday morning, I hope your church council and congregatlon w:.ll
remain firm in supportmg your project of welcoming the coffee house.

}ﬁ"*smail” ‘offering is to provide sugar. at least for one of their evenlngs."
From a college student in Allentown, Pennsylvania:

SN .reading the Intheran I ceme across the article discussing the har- s
assment of " you ‘gnd your congregat:f.on betause ‘of ‘YMCA coffee house héld at
your church, Being 2 student myself, T'1l be a senior ot Thiel Coll lege in -
the f£all, I know how important it is to have such a meeting place for young
people.. Moy I commend you and. your eongregation for your firm stand on this
igfs I or too, many years christiansv or the most part h:ave been ai‘raid tm

et .
ﬁWe gét our IHTHE?ZAN yesterday, and as I turned to the seaond page Twas

| dumbfmmded to-see you:c face behind the cross hau's of a scope. After read- ,"

ing the articlg ‘eoncerning ‘the ’Si'mat:.on‘:bha’o you have found yourself :I.n I
wanted to- -drop you ‘this line congratulating you on a fine piece of work and
the guts that it tekes to maintain onets principles and bel:.efs, You are al-
80 to be commended for having a church council, thet has some foresight. But
this type 'of vision, I am sure, has been instilled into your council by the
type of ministry you. ‘have: been carrying on-at F:.rst Lutheran Church, Your—

: preaching has had to be very relevant for the council and the people to

catch the spirit of what it means to be in the church of today,

I know the anxieties and -burmoil +that such a situation can put one m,, b\ﬁ:
keep your chin up, for when you know you are mgh’o you can. accompllsh a great
deal, espec:.a]iy When “you kndw tha'b you-have - go‘o the. sp:.rzi; of God w:.i:h you,



‘ ﬂ?f'}ijsz B

. .
B

e fum e ww

eTe0 W, 3lst Stweet ... u. S. Postage|

FIRST IUTHERAN CHURCH ~ . oo e

Borwyn, Tllimois 6o0ko2 . .o - . o f  PAID o
T i . . E BN e . «,-' ) s L ‘:" s fBemn;jmjnoiS‘
Return Requested = = . e L Pemit: No. 62 |

-
P
H
@ -
7 ! R4
R
- .
: "
3 o
*

CONGRATUIATIONS.a™ - © = . oo
To The William Campbell family on the birth of a baby boy, M chael Sean,
born July L, - o h oo o s T DOT, ARSI

CIARTFICATION ON DECISTON MAKING IN THE COFFEE HOUSE . .° -

AL the lost meeting of the Church:Council it was indicated that the Postor
should stress o point with the congregation tha apparently hios not been mede
clearly regarding the decision making for the "Coffee House " I

Regardless of what “the “Berwyn Tife" says, the Pastor is not the. decision
moker for the "Coffee House" activities. T4 has been the Church Council who
has voted on whether ‘the YMCA éan use the church facilities. Tt is the "Cof-
fee House" staff (the young ‘peoplein the group with adult leaders) who plan
the progrems and activities of iHe "Coffee House," The Pastor in his om
right has not made any decisions on these matters id and of himself., .

We must learn to understand that when radical groups attack they can't
attock ‘a group of people. -They go after one individuol and attempt to smear
him, They would want you to think this is the work_of one individual, and
apparently they have succeeded in 'doing this with the Pastor's name. e

Tt is the present feeling of the Church Council that if the YMCA requests,
to use our facilitles again the decision to approve their request will be
brought to the corngregation at a specially called mesting. :
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION

Outline of book to help you read.

1:1- 3:22
‘32;4:1- 8:5

gyé 8:6-11:19
/)0 12:1-14:20

oy 15:1-16:21
géé 17:1-19:4
5/719:5-20:15
Gy 21:1-22:5
é%/22:6—22:21

The cover letter which is attatched to the vision.
The Court of Heaven and the Seven Seals - John's phil-

osophy of history.
The Seven Trumpets - leads up to view of great maetyr-

‘dom.

The true nature of the conflict. This passage expands
ideas from previous passage.

The Seven Bowls - the fall of Babylon announced.
Explanation of cause of her fall.

The Reign of God.

The New Jerusalemn,

Epilogue

Questions to ponder:

Who is the author? What is he like?
What were the historical circumstances?
What is the theme of the book?

Research projects:

The meaning of "suffering."

Domitian and other rulers of the Roman Empire.
The use of "angels" in Scripture.

What does "Son of Man" mean?

The concept of Satan.

Words for atonement.

Concepts of heaven in Scripture.

What dees "myth" mean as a literary device?
Look up origin of evil,

Brief knowledge of Daniel.

What is moral character of "city," see Genesis 4:8-17.

Iist Dbelow your questions as you read the book of Revelation,
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