THE BRIDGE PROBLEM

An important bridge is about to collapse. It is believed that only three vehicles may safely
cross the bridge before it collapses. Among the dozens of normal passenger cars and
delivery trucks ready to cross the bridge are six special cases.” The driver of each of these
vehicles claims the right to make the crossing:

an ambulance carrying a dying person to the hospital.

an FBI agent in pursuit of a dangerous criminal.

a fire truck going to put out a fire at a major oil refinery.

a woman in labor.

a police car responding to a 911 call.

a diplomat en route to an emergency meeting of the Nation Security Council.

NI

TASK: In your small group, choose which three vehicles will be allowed to cross the
bridge. Include your explanations of why you chose those three vehicles.

THE RESCUE PROBLEM

A group of survivors of a shipwreck are stranded on an ice floe in the ocean, far from land.
The survivors are.

1. the pilot of the plane, a woman in her forties who is the mother of two children,
ages seven and nine.

v

2. a young, unmarried scientist who claims to have developed a cure for a variety
of cancer from which two hundred persons die every year.

3. the Vice-President of the United States.
4. a fifty-year-old author, winner of the Nobel Prize, who is married but childless.

5. a pastor who travels around the world with his wife and three children,
ministering to hundreds of third world countries.

A rescue helicopter has arrived on the scene and can carry one and only one person to
safety. Those left behind might perish before the helicopter returns.

TASK: Decide which person should board the helicopter.
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DECISIONS I MAKE SOLELY ON MY OWN/THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN MADE FOR ME
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Family Musical Mixer. Ten chairs (more or less, depending on
size of group) are placed at random around the playing area. Ladies
(if present) are asked to sit in the chairs. A man is asked to stand
behind each chair. To the right of each man stands another man and
to the left stands another lady. Another guest sits on the lap of the
lady in the chair. The lady in the chair becomes the mother, the
person in her lap is the baby, the man behind the chair is the father,
the male to his right is the son and the female to his left is the
daughter. Each is given a card indicating his role and surname:
“mother Smith,” “father Smith,” “son Smith,” “daughter Smith,”
and “baby Smith.” The group around each chair will be given a
different surname--a different set of cards for each group. While
music plays all participants have a brief period to move around play-
ing area exchanging their cards with other players. At the same time,
the leader removes one or more chairs. When music stops, everyone
hurries to get reorganized around a chair with his new family. Any-
one not finding a chair may be eliminated, turn in their cards and
become spectators along with other members of their new family.

Suggestions: One set of family cards should be prepared in
advance for each chair. Size of crowd will determine number of
chairs. Where participants are well-acquainted, actual family names
may be used. When new families organize, there should be some time
to get acquainted, perhaps with the leader giving a topic for discus-
sion (for example, “discuss your favorite desserts’).

This is a traditional Scotch party game learned from C. Stewart
Smith, a Scots folk dancer at the Stockton (California) Folk Dance
Camp.

3% <

B g o e

Most of these mixers are directed toward large groups. Small
groups can get acquainted faster, get into informal games quicker,
and do not require as much of this type of activity. There are many
singing games and folk dances which may also be used as mixers:






THY KINGDOM COME/THY WIILI, BE DONE
Part 1. THY KINGDOM COME
Mark 1:14-20

About what did Jesus preach in Galilee? a.

b.

Luke 8:9-10

What is the purpose of parables?

Luke 14:15-24

a. Who are the people who will not participate in the Kingdom of God?

b. Who are the people who will participate in the Kingdom of God?

Galatians 5:19-26
a. What behavior characterizes a person who does not "possess" the Kingdom of

God?

b. What behavior characterizes a person who does "possess" the Kingdom of

God?

Colossians 1:3-14

a. For what reasons does Paul thank God for the people in Colossus?

b. In prayer what does Paul reguest for the people of Colossus?
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c. What is offered in the Kingdom according to verses 13 & 147

The idea of a "Kingdom" is foreign to us unless we do a lot of fantasizing.
Rather than God having a Kingdom what type of political organization would

best describe His work?

Write your own answer and then discuss with group.

Part 2. THY WILL BE DONE
Matthew 26:36-46

a. Where was Jesus?

b. Who was with Him?

c. Who was bothering Jesus?

d. What was Jesus' prayer? He prays two things:

1.

2.

e. What did the disciples do while Jesus prayed?

f. How many times did Jesus offer the same Prayer?

g. What happened after this incident?

Mark 3:31-35

a. Who was looking for Jesus?

b. What does Jesus call those who do God's will?
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Ephesians 1:3-14
Read this passage and list as many things that you can say "I believe this is
God's will".

a.

b.

e.

E.

I John 2:15-17

a. What will not live forever?

b. What will live forever?

To do what someone else wants is to do their will. What does this mean?
Five things I can do to do the will of my parents:

a.

b.

C.

d.

e,

Five things I can do to do the will of my school teachers:
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Five things I can do to do the will of God:

a.

b.

Five things I will my friends to do:

Five things I will to do for me:
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GIVE US _THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD/FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES

Part 1. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD

Matthew 15:32-39

a. How did Jesus feel toward the crowd that was with him?

b. Did the disciples think Jesus had enough food?

How much did he have?

c. How many people ate?

d. How much food was left over?

Matthew 25:31-46

a. What are the conditions, problems, etc. that people have that something

should be done about?

b. What must be done for these people?

John 6:25-42

a. How does Jesus describe Himself?

b. What does Jesus have to offer? (List as many things as you can)

Does this petition mean that God should give us something to eat every day ox
He should teach us how to produce food for every day? Choose your side;

discuss.
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Part 2: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASéES
Matthew 9:1-8

a. What type of man did Jesus find?

b. What did He say to the man?

c¢. Why do you think Jesus should say this to a man in this condition?

Luke 23:32-35

a. What is Jesus saying in this passage?

b. What does he mean?

Colossians 3:12-17

As people of God what are you to do? List:

God forgives you of your sins.
a. Does this mean God forgives all your sins? . If no, what sin does

God not forgive?

b. Does this also mean that since God forgives, you can live your life in any

way and do what you want to do as long as you ask God's forgiveness?
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LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION/DELIVER US FROM EVIL

Part 1. LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION
Matthew 4:1-11

a. When did the Devil come to Jesus to tempt him?

b. What was the first temptation, and what did Jesus say?

¢. What was the second temptation, and what did Jesus say?

d. What was the third temptation, and what did Jesus say?

James 1:12-15

a. From whom or what does temptation come?

b. What does temptation lead to?

I Timothy 6:6-10

What can be very tempting?

Brainstorm all the temptations you have as a teenager or pre-teenager and put
a number 1 in front of the greatest temptation, a 2 in front of the second
greatest, etc. Discuss as a group.

Numbexr Temptation
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Part 2 DELIVER US FROM EVIL
Luke 11:1-13

How much more will God give you than your natural Father?

Matthew 15:10-20

a. What makes a person unclean?

b. What type of evil comes from the heart?

¢. What doesn't make a person unclean?

Romans 12:9-13

List the behavior Paul describes:

List the various evils around you, select the greatest evil, and suggest how
this evil could be overcome.

a. Evils

b. Star the greatest evil.

c. Write here some suggestions how this evil could be abolished.
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Step I.

Step IT.

Step III.

Step IV.

Step V.

Step VI.

Step VII.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PLANNING WORSHIP
What are some thoughts and/or ideas you would like to share in a
worship experience. List as many ideas as you can.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
Select one or more of the ideas.
Think about various activities that you can include in the worship

experience.
A. Bible Passage(s)

B. Type of fruit to share in some way

C. Ways to share the passage (For example: drama, an explanation
of the Bible text, a physical activity, a story, a special
reading, etc.)

D. Prayers:
1. List various things for which you can pray.

2. What should you say about various prayer themes?

3. How would you pray

Find a location where to do this service.

Arrange the way you want the people to be gathered at that
location.

What "props" do you need beside the fruit?

Are there some songs that would fit into the worship activity?






Step VIII. Outline the order of the worship and assign the tasks to people in
the group.

Note: If there is Holy Communion, please consult with the leader regarding
when and how that would be celebrated.
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This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim fo
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.
I John 1:5

If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are
walking in the darkness, we lie and do not do what is frue;
I John 1:6

but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin.

| I John 1.7

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
iS hot in us.
I John 1:8

If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
I John 1:9

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.
I John 1:10






A. BIBLE STUDY FOR "Our Father Who Art in Heaven"

1. ILook up Bible passages, answer questions individuslly, then discuss with group.
Matthew 6:5-15

a. How should a person pray according to this passage?

b. True or False? God is ignorant of ell that you do.

c. When does God know what you need9 Before or after you pray?

Ir before, why should you bother to pray°

If after, is God all-knowing?

d. What do you thlnk is the purpose of prayer’

Matthew 11:27

a. Who is saying these words?

b. Eow does a person get to know God according to this passage?

Matthew 23:1~-12

© Who 1g Jesus talking about”

Vhat do they do?

b. What do these people want to be called? a.

e

c. . Why does Jesus say these three titles should not be used?




Page 2 - A BIBLE STUDY FOR "Our Father Who Art in Heaven" (Continued)
Luke 15:11-32
a. Use three words tojdescfibe'the father in the parable.

a.

b.

Co i

b. Use three.words to ‘describe the younger son in the parable;

B

be_

Ce

c. ‘Use three-words to-describe the older brother in the parable.

Qs

bo'

Ce

d.. Which character in the parable are you like the most?

e. Of the remaining two, which character is your God like the most?

-+« This paféﬁle giQeé'a aeécriptioh of‘God. Write in & few sentencés your des=

cription of God™

2. Write down several ideas you heard in the présentation of "Prayihg ag a Scbver-
sive Activity" that relate specifically to the Introduction: Our Father who 2
are in heaven. ~After you have vworked dlone diséuss &s a group.

"Ba




Page 3 = A BIBLE STUDY FOR "Our Father Who Art in Heaven" (Continued)

3. To some people the idea of a Father is a negetive ldea because of a negative ex-
perience with a parent. Can you still use the Father image? If not, what
image of God would you substitute?

Discuss in group.

4. Luther's Explanation: »
Here God encourages us to believe that he is truly our Father and we are His
children. We, therefore, are to pray to Him with complete confidence just as
children speak to their loving father.

5. A Psalm for Worship - 57






THE RATNBOW IN THE SKY
(Sung to "Sunshine on My Shoulders")

Refrain:
The rainbow in the sky is one of God s great signs.
It s just not sun rays shining through the rain.
The rainbow tells the world the Lord God promises
That God will never flood the world again.

In the day of NWoah evil filled the world,
Twas not that much different than today.
God was grieved that wickedness should so prevail;
God sent a flood to wash it all away.

God commanded Noah, "You go build an ark."
For Noah waled with God, and he was good.
He built an ark for family and for creatures all,
To save them at the time God sent the flood.

The water gushed upon the earth for many days.
The water covered mountains and was dark.
All the living creatures were destroyed on earth,
Except for passengers upon the ark.

The flood did end and water dried up from the land.
The ark did settle down and into place.
The occupants came out and swarmed all o er the earth.
Noah built an alter to God s praise.

When we think about this tale of long ago,
And look up in the sky to see the bow.
We recall that God has made these promises
To every living creature here below.






LUTHERAN OUTDOOR MINISTRIES CENTER
Oregon, IL 61061

PRAYER AS A SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY
Confirmation Retreat

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
Peoria, Illinois
September 27-28, 1997

SATURDAY SUNDAY

R=zZHZ3TO=R

:30

Arrival/ Settle In 8:15 Breakfast
Get Acquainted 8:45 Preparation for
Select Prayer Worship
Partners and Pray Eucharist
Organize into
Groups
Fire Building
Devotions and
Prayer Partners 11:30 Clean up/Pack up
Contracting
Introduce
Simulation Game

Zoo0oZzZ"EHAmp

12

:15
: 00

: 00

:30

Lunch 12:15 Dinner
Hike 1:00 Departure
Prayer Partners
Stress Challenge
Group Preparations
for Worship
Apple Pressing

R/R/R

Supper
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:15
:15

Outdoor Activities

Indoor Activities

Prayer Partners

Process Simulation
Game

Bible Studies

Presentation on
Prayer as a Subversive
Activity

Night Hike

Campfire

Snacks

Lights Out







Materialg Needed
DESIGN .

SATURDAY
Natural Objects
GET ACQUAINTED ACTIVITIES
1. Learn names. Participants find a natural
object which has the same first letter as
their first name. Share with group.
2. Pass a clap
Cinnamon Roll
4. Squeeze

w

SELECT PRAYER PARTNERS
1. @Give each participant a piece of paper. Paper and pencils
Write own full name. Put in container. Container
2. Each person draw a name from the container.
3. Instruct:
a. they are to reveal this name to no one

and
b. this person is their prayer partner for
the weekend. (Every once in a while we

will pause to pray for that person.)
4. Take time now to pray the first time for
this person. )

ORGANIZE INTO GROUPS

1. Group the participants in various ways:

Nationality

Month of Birth

Music Star

Favorite Pet

Month last time to dentist

Most handsome male

Most beautiful female

. Why you are here.

2. Organize into four groups. Each to have
equal male/female ratio and division of
grades. (Count off, if necessary.)

sTQHO QU0 Y

FIRE BUILDING

Fire Building. @Give each group a can, some #10 Cans
water, a book of matches. This is a race. Who Water
can bring water to boil first? Paper
Matches
DEVOTIONS R
1. Introduce the idea that we are focusing on Bibles

the subject of prayer.

2. Read Psalm 141:1-2 (and maybe more)

3. Note that prayer is like the steam and
smoke, it ascends, fills space, reaches out
to God.

4. Ask group to suggest some topics for prayer.
Leader offer prayer.



.



PRAYER PARTNER TIME

CONTRACTING

1.
2.
3.

Expectations
Rules
Schedule

SIMULATION GAME

1.

Locate a jar in some obvious place so
participants can see it.
Distribute the following instruction to each
participant:
There is a container that holds some-
thing sweet.
If you find it, you will have good
treats to eat. ‘
You may want to team up because there's
enough for three plus one more.
You won't have to share it, but you must
wait until 4:00.

The container is plastic and has a red
lid.
If you find it, for safekeeping it can
be hid.
You cannot carry the container with you.
Because there are other activities you
must do.
Allow time and space to give participants an
opportunity to make something happen.

Go to a special location

Stop at some point and ask them to find a

"special spot."

Instruct them that they are to look for

things that awe them, make them wonder, etc.

Maybe both.

Give each participant a piece of charcoal

and paper and instruct them to draw what

makes them feel awe and wonder.

Bring the group together and ask what they

have found. Share.

Read Psalm 19

Ask participants what they can say that is

neat about God. List on a piece of news-

print.

Prayers have four parts:
Adoration/Confession/Thanksgiving/Suppl-
ication
ACTS

We will offer a prayer to adore God. The

leader starts and says, "Our gracious God,

you are so . . ." The leader points at a

Materials Needed

Four Cookies and Jar
with a Red Lid (Kit-
chen)

Instruction Sheet

Paper and charcoal
for each person

Bible






participant and the participants is to shout
out a word of adoration. Be sure to have
reviewed these before beginning. Shout the
words. (Someone asked a Jewish man one time
why he shouted when he prayed. Didn't he
understand that God hears our creaks and
groans? He answered: Because I want to be
sure God hears me.)
10. Sing: Our God is an awesome God

God reigns from heaven above

With wisdom, power, and love

Our God is an awesome God.

PRAYER PARTNER TIME

STRESS CHALLENGE
Balance Broom

Labyrinth
Rope Jousting
Tug of War

[N OV S

NEW GAMES

Prui

Smaug's Jewels
People Pass
Go Tag
Caterpillar
All Aboard

Ut W

GROUP PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
1. May need to organize into the number of
* groups based on the number of adult leaders.

2. Each group begin to plan a portion of Sunday
worship.

3. Small Group Leader look at outline and
decide what activities can be done. (The
content will be presented on Saturday
Night.)

APPILE PRESSING

QUTDOOR _ACTIVITIES
1. Sardines

- 2. Dragon Tail

INDQOR ACTIVITIES
Play "Four on a Couch"

PROCESS SIMULATION GAME
1. Discuss what happened.
a. Feelings
b. Behaviors

Materialg Needed

Broom
Labyrinth
Tug-O-War Rope

Bandanna

Worship Instruction
Sheets

Cider Press
Apples

Bandannas

Paper and pencils

Newsprint
Magic Marker
Tape
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See if there was any evidence of subversion
or conspiracy. Explain what words mean.

Introduce the Lord's Prayer - Matthew 6:5-15

Each group does one of the Bible studies

Share information with the rest of the group

Discuss what is being prayed in this prayer
Presentation on: Prayer as a Subversive
Activity (and Conspiracy) .

WRITE SINS ON PAPER

1.
2.

3.

Provide pencils and paper

Participants write down what sins they wish
to confess.

Put them in pockets so they can be used at
the campfire.

Night Hike

CAMPFI

SUNDAY

E

N

N oUW

Read Psalm 51
Talk about prayer as Confession (Trust that
God forgives).

Song - "In My Life Lord"
Sins in fire
Learn - "We Thank You God . . ."

Story of Jacob's Ladder - Genesis 28:10-17
Teach Prayer Response - "This is none
other than the house of God . . ."
Themes - By our bed
In our world
In our Church
At our desk
Etc.
Prayer Partners
Ssit around campfire and roast marshmallows

PREPARE WORSHIP - see separate sheet

file:
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Materials Needed

Petition Sheets
Pencils
Bibles

Paper and pencils

Bible

Prayer Response Form

Marshmallows and
sticks

Water to extinguish
fire

Wofship Sheet

Fruit: banana,

grapes, apple, or-
ange, lemon, fig,
dates

revised: 9/26/97
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Materials Needed

3 LG

FRIDAY

= Four on a Couch Faper/Fenct s

Congregational Introductions — Esach COre g
gation present & skit

Gt Acousdnted
Learn Mames - Pionic
Paas a Olap
Cinmamon Roll
Bouees e

Contiracting :
Expreotat i ores ' Faper/penci ls
Bl es Newsprint/magic

Behedal e o : markers/tape
z%%ﬁi,/ﬁwxofcfﬁﬁﬁzfy e

Team Buwilding /LA'?V
Create small groups by playing "Family" wlE ow B oearcde
Father, Mother, Bister, Brother, Beveral colors of
Eaby Girl, Blabry—Fwy , Grard- magd o markeres
mather /father)

In Bmall Groups - Learn Names and 1 ey
Ha, Ha, Ha
Trust Fall
Group Lift

Introduce Theme
Lo Talk about confirmation — a time for
Learning
2o Frogram focusss on PR sy e
S To begin we want to talk about e -
slon making

DECIGIOMS OTHE MAKE ANMD T MARE
Lo Work as smal) groups
2. Dimtribute handout "D om
DECTSTIONES OTHERS MAKE AMD 1 MAKE
S Instruct the partisipeets’ to list all
of the decisions GtheShave made for
them under that heading.

@ When this is completed ask them to
share thelr list with the rest of
the small group.

e Each person keep adding to list if
things others mention remind them
of something more.,

&3 om" Handout
% pencils







4. Ask participants to then go over the
Tiwst and check for esch item bhe
appropriate age.

a. Reassemble the group and share
information.

DECISTONS T MAKE SOLE
e Aslk participants to indicate what
itemns they sre determinator.
o Write dowm it and indicate age.
B Share with rest of group.
DECISTOME OVER WHICH 1 HAVE MO CONTROL
Ga Finally, ashk participants to write
down decisions that are made for them
over which they have no control.
Share these and debate i4 necessary.
7. Beturn to the large group:
o What were points of agresment in
g oup?
b What were points of ol sagresmnent’?
e Did the following subjects get
covered at o &lls '
SO W TR SO
~ Faidth?
- Frayer?

DEF IME FPRAYER
1o Ask each person to weite down his/her
own definition of praver. What is
happering when they do it, and when
da they see 1t happening?
Ze fsl for reports and weite on news-
prdnt

Devot i ons
Learn Songs -~ Sing Book
---- "We Thank Youw God . . "
Story of Jacob s Ladder
Teach Frayer Response -~ "This is none
other than the howse of God . . "
Themes ~ By ow bed '
In ow woeld
In ouw Chweh

At owr cesk /VWV/W

o gu«gﬁg w%“ﬂ/

Select Fraver Fartners eQ& C%U/V
(Each activity will conclude with

their prayer partner.)

Materials Meeded

Faper /panci e
Mewsprint/magic
mey ey /tape

Bong Books

Bibles
Song Fesponse
£ o mes

Faper & pencils &
comtainer






Materials Needed
SATURDAY

Fire Building j/
Lo Orgeardee into six groups.  Fach ism to éﬁ'#l@ A8
have equal males/females, division of CFaper for fire
graddes, (Can wse groups from previ- sk e berr
s might ) Water Container
2. Fire Building. Give sach group a Matohes
can, some water, a book of matches.
This is & race. Who can bBrririg water
to boil first?

votions

o Introduce the ides that we are fo-

cusing on the subject of praver.

2n Read Psalm 141002 (and maybe more) Eibl e
We Mote that prayer is like the steam

and smoke, it ascends, fills SR e,

reaches oul to God.
4. Ash group to sugoest somne topics for

prayer.  Leader offer prayer.

Fraver Fartner Time)

L. B to & special location

e Btop at some point and ask them to
find a "special spot.

A Instruct them that they are to look
for things that awe them, make them
wonder, ete.  Maybe hoth.

4. Give each participant & piece of Faper and charcosl
charcosl and paper and instruct them for every person
to draw what mabkes them feel awe and
wonder .

@e Ering the group together and ask what
they have found. Bhare.

b Read Psalm 19

7ao Ask participants what they can &Y
that is neat about God. List on a
piece of newsprint.

8. Frayers have four parts:

giving/8upplication
ACTE
Fo We will offer a prayer to adore God.
The leader starts and says, "Owe gra-
cious God, you sare so . . " The
leader points at a participant and

.

the participants is to shout out a

4







Materials Mesced

word of adoration.  Be sure to have
reviewsd these before beginning.
Ghenat the words. (Bomeons ashked a
Jdewi sh man one time why he shouted
when he prayed, Didnt be understand
that God hears our creaks snd grosns?
He answered: BRecause | want to be
sure God hears me.)

Frayer Farthner Time)

Bimulation Game
‘ 1o Locate & jar in some obvious pla
participants can see it.
Ze Distribute the following instruction Instruction
to each participant:
There is & cortainer bthat holds
something sweet.
foyouw find it, you will have good
treats to eat.
Yot may want to team up because
there's enough for three plus one
MCE 63
Yo wor 't have to share it, but
you mst walt until 4:00.

ce a0 Coolkdes and

The container is plastic and has a
red Lid.

T4 vou find it, for
cary he hid.

You cannot carry the contadner
with vou.,

Because there are other activities
you mast oo,

(=4

febeeping it

Seo Allow time and space to give partici-
pants an opportunity to make some-
thing happen.

(Fraver Fartrer Time)

b ne Carde with
1. Set up

2. Usme verse

, toape

CPResign and play on a Frishee Golt Couwrse Frisheos

1. Each group design thre

@ Meed one group to design a sco
shyeet,

B6 L mor Tl g . passages/pl
vm froam 1o John LeS-10 hags/suwrveyors '

Ja

sheats

Bible

awmt i o

& holes Faper % pencils
Masking tape






Gtreas Challenge

1
2

e
"l W

&'}' L]

'\:-::;h
én
‘7‘

Bal anoe Broom
Lakbryrth

Rope Jousting
Tug of War

a

g ,
Bmaug ‘s Jewsls
Feople Passe
oy Tage— :
Caterpi 1l ar &
ALY Skl
Bear O aw S0

Grows Freparation for Worship

1!!

Y
B

Chat door

Eech grouwp begin to plan & portion of
Surnday worship.

Smal 1 Group Leader look st outling
and decide what activities can be
cloe, (The content will be presentecd
on Satwrday night.)

Gotivitioes

i'

)
P

Sardines
Dyaggory Tad

0

Process Simalation Game

1'\

el
whon

Discuss what happensd.

&, Feslings

b Behaviors

Gee 1fF there was a&ny evidence of
subversion or conspiracy. Explain
what words mean.

Introduce the Lord’'s Prayer -~ Matithew
dan S-S

Each group does one of the Rible
shudies

Share dirformation with the rest of
the group

Diwsouss what is bheing praved in this
prayar -~ Prayver as a subversive

Write Sins on Faper

1!1

o
M‘an

-
W

Frovide pencils and paper
Farticipants wrilte down what sins
they wish to confess.

Fut them in pockets so they can be
weed at the campfive.

é

Materiales Mesded

Won-ship Trsteroe-
tion shest

Faper & pencils






Materials Meeded

1 wach Pealm H1

2o Talk about praver as Confession
(Trusts that God forgives). Review
memory work from ToJobn.

Songes

in fire
e Prayer parbtners

SUNDAY

Frepare Worship - see separate sheet Worship Sheet
Fruajitr Banana,
Yrapes, apple, or-
ange, lemorn, fig,
tates

~

filer FRETREATSNFRAYERNFSACT. DTL
revised: 3/ 8/9)
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LUTHERAN OUTDOOR MINISTRIES CENTER
Oregon, Illinois

PRAYER AS A SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY
A Confirmation Retreat

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Downers Grove, Illinois

Seventh and Eighth Grade Retreat
January 28-29, 1994

Schedule
FRIDAY SATURDAY
#M 8:15 Breakfast
0 8:45 Gathering Music
R Devotions - "Prayer as
N Incense”
I Hike/Arts & Crafts -
| N "Prayer as Adoration”
G Introduction of Simulation
Game
A 12:15 Lunch G
5
F 1:00 Hashing Course. - rd/
T 3:30 Clean up/Pack up
| B 4:00 Gathering Music
R .Processing of Simulation
N Game - "Prayer as a
0 Subversive Activity
0
N 5:30 Supper
E 8:15 Arrival/Settle In 6:30 Closing Discussion/
v Gathering Music/Adult Devotions '
B Orientation 7:00 Departure
N Get Acquainted
I Team Building/Grouping
N Contracting
G Introduce Theme
Decision Making Exercise
Devotions/Selecting of
Prayer Partners
Snacks
Lights Out
e 9 [T
=
3| [Fb

MW X""" P00 N flsTten \ﬁ%’w 454;27

[vuiotes






Materials Needed

DESIGN
FRIDAY

Gathering Music

Meeting with Adult Leaders

Get Acquainted
Pass a Clap
PlayLine-up (no talking) according to
Date of Birth _
City of Birth (Alpha) @%,f /7%

Learn Names

Team Building
Group according to numbers and play -

12 - Indianapolis 500
10 ="Eléphant

8 - One Frog (One frog, one head, two eyes, é?éy
four legs, in the pond, kerplunk) 30 3 x 5 cards
6{ 1 Family (Father, Mother, Sister, Several colors of
Brother, Baby Boy, Grandmother/father) magic markers

This creates eight groups
Assign adults to groups

Contracting
Expectations Paper/pencils
Rules ‘ Newsprint/magic
Schedule marker/tape

Introduce Theme

1. Talk about
a. Catechetics ~ a time for learning
b. Confirmation - a time for decisions -

What for? (Adult member of the church)

2. What are things you can do in your congrega- Newsprint/Magic
tion? (Generate a list) Marker/Tape

3. Let’'s talk about decision making

DECISIONS OTHERS MAKE AND I MAKE
1. Work as small groups "Decigion Sheets" and
2. Distribute handout pencils
DECISIONS OTHERS MAKE AND I MAKE
3. Instruct the participants to list all of the
decisions others have made for them under
that heading.
a. When this is completed ask them to share
their list with the rest of the small
group.
b. Each person keep adding to list if
things others mention remind them of
something more.






Materials Needed

4. Ask participants to then go over the list
and check for each item the appropriate age.
a. Reassemble the group and share informa-
tion.
b. There may be some lively debates.
DECISIONS I MAKE SOLELY
5. Ask participants to indicate what items they
are determinator.
a. Write down items and indicate age.
b. Share with rest of group.
DECISIONS OVER WHICH I HAVE NO CONTROL
6. Finally, ask participants to write down de-
cisions that are made for them over which
they have no control. Share these and de-
bate if necessary.
7. Return to the large group:
a. What were points of agreement in group?
b. What were points of disagreement?
¢. Did the following subjects get covered
at all:
- Church?
- Faith?
- Prayer?

DEFINE PRAYER

1. Ask each person to write down his/her own Paper & pencils
definition of prayer. What is happening Newsprint and Magic
when they do it, and when do they see it Marker & Tape
happening?

2. Ask for reports and write on newsprint

Devotions
Learn Songs - Song Books Song Response Form
- "We Thank You God . . .” and Bible
Story of Jacoh’s Ladder - Genesis 28:10
Teach Prayer Response - “"This is none

other than the house of God . . ."
Themes - By our bed
In our world
In our Church
At our desk
Btc.

Select Prayer Parthners
Each participant write own name on a piece Paper and pencils
of paper.
(Bach activity will conclude with partici-
pants ppaying p er partng; )
CZ}‘/[V?/ »wv9
Remind participantsYthat tomorrow they need day
packs, Bibles, sitables, ponchos, shoes that can
get wet, etc.






SATURDAY

Materials Needed

Gathering Music

(Prayer Partner Time)

Fire Building

Devotions
1.

Hike

1.

2.

2.
3.

[

Organize into four groups (two groups work #10 cans
together). aper for fire
Fire Building. Give each group a can, some starter

water, a book of matches. This is a race, Matches

Who can bring water to boil first? y
Use snow. (Show how much water ‘there is to ~Zaﬁwfézg
be - first line on can.)

Introduce the idea that we are focusing on Bibles
the subject of prayer.

Read Psalm 141:1-2 (and maybe more)

Note that prayer is like the steam and

smoke, it ascends, fills space, reaches out

to God.

Ask group to suggest some topics for prayer.

Leader offer prayer.

(Prayer Partner Time)

Go to a special location Charcoal
Stop at some point and ask them to find a Paper
"gpecial spot.” Bibles

Instruct them that they are to look for
things that awe them, make them wonder, etc.
Maybe both.
Give each participant a piece of charcoal
and paper and instruct them to draw what
makes them feel awe and wonder.
Bring the group together and ask what they
have found. Share.
Read Psalm 19
Ask participants what they can say that is
neat about God. List on a piece of news-
print.
Prayers have four parts:
Adoration/Confession/Thanksgiving/
Supplication
ACTS
We will offer a prayer to adore God. The
leader starts and says, "Our gracious God,
you are 80 . . ." The leader points at a
participant and the participants is to shout
out a word of adoration. Be sure to have
reviewed these before beginning. Shout the

4

€.






Materials Needed

words. (Someone asked a Jewish man one time
why he shouted when he prayed. Didn’t he
understand that God hears our creaks and
groans? He answered: Because I want to be
sure God hears me.)
10. Conclude by singing the following song:

Our God is an awesome God

God reigns from heaven ahove

With wisdom, power and love

Our God is awesome God.

(Prayer Partner Time)

Simulation Game

1. Locate a jar in some obvious place so par- Cookie Jar (Taped
ticipants can see it. shut)
2. Distribute the following instruction to each
participant: Instruction sheet for
There is a container that holds some each person

thing sweet.

If you find it, you will have good
treats to eat.

You may want to team up because there’s
enough for five plus one more.

You won’t have to share it, but you must
wailt until 4:00.

The container is plastic and has a red
lid.

For safekeeping you can move it to be
hid.

You cannot keep the container with you.
Because there are other activities you
must do.

3. Allow time and space to give participants an
opportunity to make something happen.

(Prayer Partner Time)

Hashing
1. Set up course in morning. Cards with Bible pas-
2. Use verses from I John 1:5-10 sages/plastic
3. Three Groups , bags/surveyors’ tape

Gathering Music







ML
(i

Process Simulation Game

1. Meet in small groups and discuss what par-
ticipants know about the "cookie caper.”
a. Do participants have any knowledge of
the activity
b. Can participants construct the sequence
of events?
¢. Do they have any feelings?
d. How do they react to any of the behav-
iors or the other participants?
2. Report hack to large group
a. Sequence of events
b. Feelings
¢. Reactions
3. Was there any evidence of conspiracy (plot)
and subversion T
a. Bxplain Weaning of words
b. Other examples from participants person-
al experiences
4., Introduce the Lord’s Prayer - Matthew 6:5-15
a. Thy Kingdom Come
h. Thy will be done
¢. Give us this day our daily bread
d. Forgive us our trespasses
e. Lead us not into temptation
f. Deliver us from evil
5. In small groups complete assigned work sheet
6. Return and share discussion what is being
prayed in this prayer -~ Prayer as a subver-
sive activity and conspiracy.
. . .
Gathering Music /&QJ%MWﬁM
. . , " " A
Closing Worship - Sing "Our Father (24&“%
Departure

file: RETREATS\PRAYER\GLDET.DG
revigsed: 1/28/94

computer:

Server

Materials Needed

Newsprint/ Magic
Marker/Tape

Petition Sheets






Step I.

Step II.

I Step III.

Step IV.

Step V.

Step VI.

Step VIT.

" INSTRUCTIONS FOR PLANNING WORSHIP
What are some thoughts and/or ideas you would like to share in a
worship experience. List as many ideas as you can.
A.
B.
C.
D.

E.

Select one or more of the ideas.

Think about various activities that you can include in the worship
experience.
A. Bible Passage (s)

B. Type of fruit to share in some way

C. Ways to share the passage (For example: drama, an explanation
of the Bible text, a physical activity, a story, a special
reading, etc.)

D. Prayers:
1. List various things for which you can pray.

2. What should you say about various prayer themes?
3. How would you pray
Find a location where to do this service.

Arrange the way you want the people to be gathered at that
location.

What "props" do you need beside the fruit?

Are there some songs that would fit into the worship activity?



i\  Step VIII. Outline the order of the worship and assign the tasks to people in
the group.

Note: If there is Holy Communion, please consult with the leader regarding
when and how that would be celebrated.

file: H:\RETREATS\PRAYER\WORPLAN revised: 9/26/97
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