Z10M LUTHERAN CHURCH
Belvidere, IL

Ninth Grade Confirmation Retreat
April 35, 1991

Theme: "Jesus Christ Died for Me and . . "
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Intentions

1. Dealing with Body of Christ metaphor deal with commitment
and involvement in the life of the Chuwrch

2. Notice the Christian community as & Spirit driven or human-
ly wged community.

e Oreate & worship service for back home use.






Minth Graders (four boys and six girls)
Will be confirmed May 19

They have not done retreats together
Have communed

Good kids .

Intelligent and like to sing

Expectations of FPastors
Giroup bud lding
Dee cross and reswrrection in light of servanthood
Develop & sense of commitment after confirmation

Christisn understanding of sex and drugs -~ peer ST =32 ANVl =

Details

WEDMESDAY

et Acguainted - Learn Names

GCommanity Building
bo Chnmamon Roll

2. Mask Passing
S. Pass a Clap

Expectations - [0
Lo Subgroup into threes. Write down $#4Ve expecta-—
tions of this event.
2. Share with rest of group and organize.

Cantracting
1o Review schedule of week.
2. Review rules. Deal with lights out.

Devolior Based on 1 Corinthians 12213, 12-13
Lo Learn song ~ "Bpirit of the Living God"

2. Brief presentation of how the Spirit works in us

to eetablish faith and bring fellow believers
together., Describe God as Spirit.

Fraivie Burn

’

Frisoners’ Dilemma
1. Distribute sheets to large group.
2o Euplain
. This game is plaved between two teams (red
and blue)
b. The object of the game is to make your group
as large as it can become.
C. Each group bas only two choices:
- Fed ~ A and B
= Blue -~ X and Y
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If you look at the payoff matrix you will
rnote what happens. (Read out louwd and inter-—
pret, if rMecessary.)

Each group will be isolated from the other.

Youw will be given three minutes to decide o

choice s & tesm,

Once your choice is made you will write it on

& piece of paper and give it to a runner.

{(The runner is &lso an observer, but cannot

speak duwring the activity.)

The runner will deliver the message to the

other team.

Whern you know the results of the two choices

you can write them on the tally sheet and

will have one minute to execute the conse-—
quences of the choice.

You will then go on to round 2.

You will want to review the choices and the

actions.  Note the % that if the ord ginal

team member retuwrns he/she becomes a member
of the tesam and is not a prisoner.

Only team meobers can make choices. Frison-

ere can only watch,

Limit of rounds based on number in small

O CRALT S W

Megotiations -

= I+ there are 10 or more in small GQrounps
the negotiations will occocuwr before rounds
4, 9, and 10.

- I there are less than 10 then negoti a-
tions take place at round 3 and the last
two rounds.

What happens at negotiations?

- A negotiation is possible only if both
teans agree to negotiate.

= Each team selects a negotiator.

= The negotiation lasts one minute in a neu-
tral locality (out of earshot and @y
sight of both groups.

- The negotiators can negotiate whatever
they wisgh., The content is up to them.

- When the time limit is up the rnegotiators
return to their groups and play resumes.

(AN ASIDE FOR THE ADULT LEADER: One of the

issues that might surface is whether a Qroup

and & team are the same. They &re not. A

group could decide to become the other team.

Note the object of the game regards the

group.  Thus, there can be a power struggle

in the decision making. The participants
must resolve this on their own.)

L







Frocessing of Frisoners

v

Dilemma ~ Large Group

1.

Bihle

Gather sveryones together and discuss what hap-
peried .,

Wheo felt they were successful?  Why?

Did anyone have negative feelings? When? Why?
What was it like to be a prisoner?

What kind of conversations (side comments) could

e overheard?
Did anyone solve the problem?
What did participants learn about each other?

Study -~ Ephesians 4147, 1116

1

~

i

Ask participants to read this section several
times.

&. The first time through they are to read it to

try to wnderstand it on their own.

. Before reading it the second time give the
following explanatian:

"Paul dis in prison, and he is writing to
the people of the Church in Ephesus en-
couwraging them to look at how they behave
amorng themselves as Christians., Paul
believes that the Christians have been
‘called,’ dinvited by God, to be a part of
this very special community.”

. Ask the participants to read the passage &
third time using the Vasteras Method. With
pencil they put a mark in front of a verse:

A candle ~ & new understanding

Two candles — & verse one would want to

memor iz e

A arrow -~ something that strikes home in
terms of one’'s attitude or
breshiaov i o .

A guestion meak ~ something that is not

clesar

de Ask participants to share their markings and
tell why. Group can begin anvwhere.

The following things should be noted as the

discussion goes one

Ve, 1 - To what is & person called? (The com-—

muriity of faith, the Chuwroh)

Ve, 2~ What type of life does one lead in the

Church?  What do these words mean?

Humble (TEVY? (Lifting others up)

Gentle (TEV)? (Comforting)

Fatient (TEWV? (Can retaliate, but
chooses not to)

L.owly (REVYT? (Supportive)

Loving (TEV/RSV)Y?

Vg, 3 - What is peace? The absernce of conflict

o the ability and willingness to work
out conflicts? (The latter)

4

&

Bibles
Vasteras

Sheets

Fencils
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Ve, 4 -~ Is the Chuwrch an organism or an orgar i -
zation? What does is possess?  (The
Bpirit of God and the hope of God.)

Vag, O & & ~ What are all these "oneg?!

Ve. 7 - What are the gifts people are giving?

(Talents)

What are the gifts/talents Faul des-—

cribes? Can participants define them?

e anyonse in the group be described as

having any of these gifts? Who?

Vag., 12-14 - For what purpose does God give these
giftae? (Mote that each verse describes
three things. Try to understand each
oaf them.,)

Vs, 10-16 ~ How are Christians to care for each
other?

Ve, 11

H

Devotions ~ "Jesus Christ Died for Me . . "

. Learn songs Bong Books
2e Tell story

THURSDAY

bions based on Bapbism Song sheet
Learmn, sing, and discuss "Romans & with "Ro-

mans &

The Chuwroh in Enemy Territory
e Activity Flastic
a. Seed Hunt bhags
b ITdentify seeds
. Discuss role of seeds
2. Resad Life Together, pages 17-21
a. Find three things the passage says about the
Church.  Underline.
bre SBhare findings.
c. Discuss:  Who are the enemies of the Church? FPencils
Ao OQutline of reading —~ Living in enemy territory
The seed of the kingdom of God ~ restore a
mew world order?
Vigible fellowship/physical Presences
Living in faith (maybe in hope?) that
there is & resuwrrection
Fhysical presence
Souwrce of joy and strength
Bodily presence
Daily fellowship ~ Christ physically
present in other
Fellowship -
Gift of grace emphasized
Gift of Kingdom of God
A response with thanksgiving

[
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Given We Are Justified

1.

Activity
&. Bo outside and find something to examine in
silence.,
b. Share what was found and what feelings a
person developed about the object.
. Affirmation sctivity -
Each small group forms a circle, holding
hands and facing inward. Everyone's at-—
tention and admiration focuses on a person
standing in the idle, there solely to be
complimented by the members of the group.
Reading -~ Bonhoeffer, pp. 21-26

a. Divide into three groups gether,
b. Read introduction to passage. pp. 21264
c. Assign esch group one of Bonhoeffer's three
points to present in their own words.
d. Share findings with group.
Ao Outline of reading -~ Given that we are justi-~
£ echs _
&. Becsuwse of Christ Christians need others
= Need each other to bring the message of
salvation to each other.
= Salvation - God's claim and justification
(alien righteousness)
b. Through Christ a Christian comes to others
= Christ is peace (meaning of shalom -~ rec-—
onciled into community)
= Ego blocks
e By virtue of the fact that Bod became human -
~  We enter into the timelessness (eternal)
and time (temporal) of Christ
Chrristian community means community in and
through Chrid st
= The Christisn community consists in what
Chrrist has done to "both of us."
Church Ts & Living Reality
1. Activity ' Flastic
a. Look for insects - dead or alive bags
b Bhare findings
c. Discuss role of insects in the created order
2. Reading - Bonhoeffer, pp. 2930
A, ANswer :
= What is opposite of thankfulness?
= How does Bornhoeffer describe thankfulness?
bh. Bhare findings
S Outline

Church is & living reality
Be thankful rather than critical
Aogift ~ & given in the created order






Spiritual /human Commuani

1.

2

e W

Aot
the
Rea
&
bra
Ca

ivity ~ cup exercise -~ how would you describe Faper cups

Chwrch?
ding -~ Bonhoeffer, pp. 31-32, 34, 37
Divide into two groups Chart of
Use prepared chart "Christian
Discuss and distribute answer sheet Community"
Fencils

Stress/Chal lenge

1. Broom B oom
2. Pole/Tires
3. Four pointer - two groups
4. ALl Aboard =
. Yurt Circle
ba Bwinging Tires
7o Wall
8. Flea Hop
D Meat Grinder .
Bible Study -~ Body of Christ ~ I Corinthians 12:12-31a
1. Read the passage Bibles
2. Ask participants to add more parts of the body
for a more complete image.

B w

by w

Ask participants to define what parts of the

body they would use to symbolize various

activities within the life of the Church.

Mention and explain some of these functions:

greeters, visitors, teachers, preachers,

migsionaries, decision makers, planners,

leaders, lectors, litwgists, etc. Whatever

associations they make between parts of the

body and functions of the Church is up to

them. There is not right answer.

The participants may use the following Bible

passages for some biblical associations for

various parts of the body. {(This list can be

tistributed.,)

- Feet - Ephesians 6:1%, Romans 10:31% (prea-— Body Part
chers, evangelists, proclaimers, witness- Passage
es) Sheet
Hands - Acts 20:32-35, Galatians 2:9 (Acts
of friendship, greeters, providers of
needs for others, people who take care of
facilities)

- Eyes - Matthew 6122-23, 13:16-17, 20129-34
(Those who bring insight, teachers, pro-
fessors, persons who help others under-—
stand God’'s Word)

~  Ears ~ Matthew 11:15, James 1:22-25% (One
who puts into practice what one hears, in
the Church she/he helps people put faith
into action, one who offers social ser-—

) 7






vices)

= Head - Ephesiansg S:23% (Jesus Christ)

= Mose - Genesis 217 (A person who gives
breath to & group, enlivens, excites,
gives enthusiasm)

= Heart - Matthew 15:19, Romans 8:27, Ephe-
sians b1rd (One who decides, a decision
maker for the group, one who seeks to do
the will of God and leads people in that
Wy )

= Mind - I Corinthians 2:16, Colossians 31—
4 (One who offers spiritual leadership, a
Pri s person)

« Now that the group has developed some ability to
girasp and use the biblical images of human func-—
tions both within the Church and within the
body, ask them to think of themselves as part of
Christ's body either the Church or ite microcos-—
mic version in the group. Ask them to think of
the gift and talents God has given them. How

- ol e : ) . SR 4 w-.‘-\
does their use of their gifts fit into the {yvﬁ A
whiol e? A \ J

to 1V

a. After some time for reflection, ask them
imagine what part of the body they woul
choose to symbolize their unique g
ents, and contributions

b. Make an outline of & full-sized body on the String for
ground. “Ask each participant to place a outline
personal or natural object in that part of
the body which they have chosen to represent FPersonal
themselves. When all objects are in place objects
gather in a circle around the body. Let each
person share his/her reasons for selecting a
particular part of the body. After each
person speaks, let the others in the group
confirm what the person has said or suggest
another location on the body because of what
they perceive that person’s talents to be.

As the body has various places filled it may
be well to have people distributed all over
the body. Everyone cannot be a hand, for
example.

L

Campfire

Lo Peadkm 62— BonhoefferyMeditation on-theWerd— Matches
2. Bongs Water
Devotions
by RBon-
- . fer

Song Books






FRIDAY

Rewrite 11 Corinthians 51421
1. Firat work &lone

"~y

2o Bhare weiting with others

Special
sheet for
I1T Corin-
thiansg &
pencils

) /l'éﬁJﬂ.

Design Worship for Backhome .-
;ﬁy Each person write down three things they would MG cards
‘“fﬂTike to share with their congregation back home. FPencils

Orne ditem on esch card. Prioritized them. MNewsprint
ﬁﬁ. Wark in dyads, then as guadrads or something Magic
© like them, to agree on & priority. mar hers
V3. List these items on newsprint, tape

ﬁﬁ Explore how to celebrate these ideas.
B Design a litwgy

Closing Fucharist - Celebrati )Christian Communi ty Worship
5/2; Outline
— Song books

. Ribles

Fossible Fhysical Activities
Breasbk in/out

Sardines

Erot e

Stand up

Stend off

P
]

0 i py

b
=
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

In Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer distinguishes between a Christian

community that is created by the Holy Spirit (spiritual reality) and a
Christian Community created to fulfill human urges (human reality).

This is an exercise to help the reader make some distinctions between the two
realities and to look for some examples.

the text.)

CATEGORY

How
community
comes into
being

Basis of
reality

Migakis of
Community

BEssence of
Community

~ Fellowship
Love is -

‘Order/Dis-
order

Subjection
to

What
rules?

i
What binds
people
together?

Personal
power

What/who
governs?

-SPIRITUAL
REALITY

HUMAN

REALITY EXAMPLES

(Read pages 31-32)

Created by the
Holy Spirit

Word of God
Truth
Light

Called by Christ
Agape

Brotherly and sis-
terly service

Brothers and
sisters

Word of God

Word of God alone

Surrendered to the
Holy Spirit

Spirit

Created to fulfill
human urges¥*

(Page numbers refer to portions of

Urges and desires of
the human mind.

Desire

Darkness

Devout Souls

Eros

Desire for pleasure

One's own desires

Person with excep-
tional powers, expe-
rience, and magical,
suggestive capaci-
ties

Word of God and be-
ing bound to others

Sought and cultivat-
ed for personal gain

Psychological tech-
niques and methods




SPIRITUATL HUMAN

CATEGORY REALITY REALITY EXAMPLES
Use of Unpsychological Psychological analy-

social and unmethodical sis and construction

sciences helping love ex-

tended to brothers
and sisters.

Service to Simple and humble Searching and calcu-

others lating analysis of a
stranger

Intimate Never Profound, elemental,

and human desire for

immediate community, immediate

relation- and intimate

ships

(Read page 3U4)

Love for For sake of Christ For one's own sake
others

Interaction Sets a person free Direct contact with
with others others (control?)

(Read page 37)

How love is Clear light of Uncontrolled and
lived out service order by uncontrollable dark
truth desires
Love Freedom of the bro- Subjection, depen-

creates thers and sisters dence, and con-
under the Word straint of brothers

and sisters

Love Fruit the grows Hot house flowers
breeds healthy in accor-

dance with God's

will

* Devout people. 1Intend to served the highest and best. Actually they
dethrone the Holy Spirit and relegate the Spirit to a remote reality. Only
human needs are operative. ’

file: RETREATSSLIFE
dated: April 1, 1991



COMMUNITY 33

souls, just as in the flesh there is the urge for physical
merger with other flesh. Such desire of the human soul seeks
a complete fusion of I and Thou, whether this occur in the
union of love or, what is after all the same thing, in the
forcing of another person into one’s sphere of power and
influence. Here is where the humanly strong person is in his
element, securing for himself the admiration, the love, or
the fear of the weak. Here human ties, suggestions, and
bonds are everything, and in the immediate community of
souls we have reflected the distorted image of everything
that is originally and solely peculiar to community mediated
through Christ.

Thus there is such a thing as human absorption. It ap-
pears in all the forms of conversion wherever the superior
power of one person is consciously or unconsciously mis-
used to influence profoundly and draw into his spell an-
other individual or a whole community. Here one soul
operates directly upon another soul. The weak have been
overcome by the strong, the resistance of the weak has
broken down under the infiuence of another person. He has
been overpowered, but not won over by the thing itself.
This becomes evident as soon as the demand is made that he
throw himself into the cause itself, independently of the
person to whom he is bound, or possibly in opposition to
this person. Here is where the humanly converted person
breaks down and thus makes it evident that his conversion
was effected, not by the Holy Spirit, but by a man, and
therefore has no stability.

Likewise, there is a2 human love of one’s neighbor. Such
passion is capable of prodigious sacrifices. Often it far sur-
passes genuine Christian love in fervent devotion and visible

34 . LIFE TOGETHER

results. It speaks the Christian language with overwhelming
and stirring eloquence. But it is what Paul is speaking of
when he says: “And though I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and though I give my body to be burned”—in
other words, though I combine the utmost deeds of love
with the utmost of devotion—*“and have not charity [that
is, the love of Christ], it profiteth me nothing” (I Cor.
13:3). Human love is directed to the other person for his
own sake, spiritual love loves him for Christ’s sake. There-
fore, human love seeks direct contact with the other person;
it loves him not as a free person but as one whom it binds
to itself. It wants to gain, to capture by every means; it uses
force. It desires to be irresistible, to rule.

COMMUNITY 37

Human love lives by uncontrolled and uncontrollable

dark desires; spiritual love lives in the clear light of service
ordered by the truth. Human love produces human subjec-
tion, dependence, constraint; mvEE& love creates freedom
of the brethren under the Word. Human love breeds hot-
house flowers; spiritual love creates the fruits that grow
healthily in accord with God’s good will in the rain and
storm and sunshine of God’s outdoors. The existence of any
Christian life together depends on whether it succeeds at
the right time in bringing out the ability to distinguish be-
tween a human ideal and God’s reality, between spiritual
and human community.
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26 LIFE TOGETHER

Christ. The more genuine and the deeper our community
becomes, the more will everything else between us recede,
the more clearly and purely will Jesus Christ and his work
become the one and only thing that is vital between us. We
have one another only through Christ, but through Christ
we do have one another, wholly, and for all eternity.
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22 LIFE TOGETHER

Jesus Christ alone. He knows that God’s Word in Jesus
Christ pronounces him guilty, even when he does not feel
his guilt, and God’s Word in Jesus Christ pronounces him
not guilty and righteous, even when he does not feel that he
is righteous at all. The Christian no longer lives of himself,
by his own claims and his own justification, but by God’s
claims and God’s justification. He lives wholly by God’s
Word pronounced upon him, whether that Word declares
him guilty or innocent.

The death and the life of the Christian is not determined
by his own resources; rather he finds both only in the Word
that comes to him from the outside, in God’s Word to him.
The Reformers_expressed it this way: Our righteousness is
an “alien righteousness,” 2 righteousness that comes from
outside of us (extra mos). J:.bn% were saying that the Chris-
tian is dependent on the Word of God spoken to him. He is
pointed outward, to the Word that comes to him. The
Christian lives wholly by the truth of God’s Word in Jesus
Christ. If somebody asks him, Where is your salvation, your
righteousness? he can never point to himself. He points to
the Word of God in Jesus Christ, which assures him salva-
tion and righteousness. He is as alert as possible to this
Word. Because he daily hungers and thirsts for righteous-

ess, he daily desires the redeeming Word. And it can come
only from the outside. In himself he is destitute and dead.
Help must come from the outside, and it has come and
comes daily and anew in the Word of Jesus Christ, bringing
redemption, righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.

But God has put this Word into the mouth of men in
order that it may be communicated to other men. When
one person is struck by the Word, he speaks it to others.

COMMUNITY 23

God has willed that we should seek and find His living
Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of man.
Therefore, the Christian needs another Christian who speaks
God’s Word to him. He needs him again and again when
he becomes uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he
cannot help himself without belying the truth. He needs his
brother man as a bearer and proclaimer of the divine word
of salvation. He needs his brother solely because of Jesus
Christ. The Christ in his own heart is weaker than the
Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain,
his brother’s is sure.

And that also clarifies the goal of all Christian community:
they meet one another as bringers of the message of salva-
tion. As such, God permits them to meet together and gives
them community. Their fellowship is founded solely upon
Jesus Christ and this “alien righteousness.” can
say, therefore, is: the co ity of Christians springs solely
from the Biblical and ion message of the justifica-
tion_of man through grace alone; this alone is the basis of
the longing of Christians for one another.

Second, 2 Christian comes to others only through Jesus
Christ. Among men there is strife. “He is our peace,” says
Paul of Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:14). Without Christ there is
discord berween God and man and between man and man.
Christ became the Mediator and made peace with God and
among men. Without Christ we should not know God, we
could not call upon Him, nor come to Him. But without
Christ we also would not know our brother, nor could we
come to him. The way is blocked by our own ego. Christ
opened up the way to God and to our brother. Now Chris-
tians can live with one another in peace; they can love and
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

In Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer distinguishes between a Christian

community that is created by the Holy Spirit (spiritual reality) and a
Christian Community created to fulfill human urges (human reality).

This is an exercise to help the reader make some distinctions between the two
realities and to look for some examples.

the text.)

CATEGORY

How
community
comes into
being

Basis of
reality

Basis of
Community

Essence of
Community

Fellowship
Love is -

Order/Dis-
order

Subjection
to

What
rules?

What binds
people
together?

Personal
power

What/who
governs?

SPIRITUAL
REALTITY

HUMAN
REALITY EXAMPLES

(Read pages 31-3%2)

Created by the
Holy Spirit

Word of God

Truth

Light

Called by Christ
Agape

Brotherly and sis-
terly service

Brothers and
sisters

Word of God

Word of God alone

Surrendered to the
Holy Spirit

Spirit

Created to fulfill
human urges¥*

(Page numbers refer to portions of

Urges and desires of
the human mind.

Desire

Darkness

Devout Souls

Eros

Desire for pleasure

One's own desires

Person with excep-
tional powers, expe-
rience, and magical,
suggestive capaci-
ties

Word of God and be-
ing bound to others

Sought and cultivat-
ed for personal gain

Psychological tech-
niques and methods







CATEGORY

Use of
social
sciences

Service to
others

Intimate
and
immediate
relation-
ships

Love for
others

Interaction
with others

How love is
lived out

Love
creates

Love
breeds

* Devout people.

SPIRITUAL
REALITY

Unpsychological
and unmethodical
helping love ex-
tended to brothers
and sisters.

Simple and humble

Never

For sake of Christ

Sets a person free

Clear light of
service order by
truth

Freedom of the bro-
thers and sisters
under the Word

Fruit the grows
healthy in accor-
dance with God's
will

HUMAN
REALITY

Psychological analy-
sis and construction

Searching and calcu-
lating analysis of a
stranger

Profound, elemental,
human desire for
community, immediate
and intimate

(Read page 34)

For one's own sake

Direct contact with
others (control?)

(Read page 37)

Uncontrolled and
uncontrollable dark
desires

Subjection, depen-
dence, and con-
straint of brothers
and sisters

Hot house flowers

Intend to served the highest and best.

EXAMPLES

Actually they

dethrone the Holy Spirit and relegate the Spirit to a remote reality. Only
human needs are operative.
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PRISONERS' DILEMMA

Object of Game: Make group as large as you possib{? can.

Payoff Matrix

Blus Team

Teams exchange one person. Team
chooses who to send from their

Blue Team takes a person from
the Red Team as prisoner.¥

| I I
| l )
[ i I
A | oun team. That person becomes | F
| a member of the other team, | |
Red | : | |
Team M [ [
| © Red Team takes a person from | Teams exchange one person. l
B |' the Blue Team as a prisoner,¥* | Teams choose who to take |
L | from the other team. That I
%; f person becomes a prisoner. ¥ {
*: If original team member is taken back he/she becomes a member of
. the team. In other words, they are released from prison.
!
| 4 CHOICE | TOTAL NUMBER IN BEACH ROUND OF ]
ROUND | MINUTES BLUE | RED | MEMBERS ! PRISONERS l
l ! ! [ | |
|1 3 | | |
l | i |
2 3 ! | | |
| l l l I
3 3 I |
I | l
4 | 3 l I
! l l [
5 3 | I |
[ l T
| 6 | 3 | |
l l l
|7 | 3 | I
I | | f !
| 8 3 | | I I
| I | K
9 3.1 l
f I | |
[ 1e | 3 ! l ! l |

Circle the rounds before which the group ean decide to negotiate.

limit for negotiation.

Draw a line after the last round if it will occur before round 10.

files
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