
History of LOMC 

LOMC is located 1 mile south of Oregon, Illinois, county seat for Ogle County in 
northwestern Illinois. The center is located off Illinois Rt. 2 near the Rock River. It is one 
of the most scenic rivers in the State of Illinois. Also nearby is the Blackhawk Statue at 
Lowden State Park, The John Deere Historic Museum in Grand Detour, Loredo Taft 
Outdoor Education Campus of Northern Illinois University, White Pines State Park, 
Castle Rock State Park, Nachusa Grasslands, Stronghold Presbyterian Camp and many 
other natural attractions. 

LOMC is comprised of 640 acres that vary greatly in make-up and terrain. Some acreage 
is farmed during the summer months, while the rest is used for conservation purposes and 
creative program activities. Sometimes looking like an artist’s sculpture, the earth is a 
combination of sandstone and limestone, with frequent stone outcroppings, the 
pronounced of which is the “Devil’s Backbone” formation. The property has many hills 
and ranges, meadows and a pond in addition to densely wooded areas. Many varieties of 
wildlife including der and wild turkeys inhabit the camp site. 

The Illinois Synod of the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) voted to buy this property 
in 1972 from its former owners, the Boy Scouts of America. The scouts had used the land 
as a primitive camping site for some of their programs. Before their tenancy, the property 
had been used as a dairy and pig farm by the Barber family. Evidence of their use is still 
visible from the silo base (now drama drum), the pole barn, and several leftover building 
foundations around the site. The building that is now the Administration Building was 
occupied by members of the Barber family, and the “Barber House” on the top of the hill 
was used as a summer home for part of the family. 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center represents a combining of two former Lutheran 
camps: Camp Alpine located near Richmond, IL, 120 acres of land, and Camp 
Augustana, a 23 acre conference center at Lake Geneva, WI. Camp Augustana was begun 
in 1927 by Augustana Lutheran Church, giving Illinois Lutherans a rich camping 
heritage. Both these facilities were educational and inspiration tools serving thousands of 
children and adults over their many years of use. Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center is 
the only ELCA Lutheran Outdoor Ministries program in Illinois.  

In February, 1974, the Illinois Synod authorized construction to take place at the Center 
in Oregon. The plans were to provide year round conference facilities for 150 people, 
summer camping facilities for an additional 60 people and tent and trailer family camping 
areas all at a cost of $1,260,000. In late 1974, because of spiraling building costs, the 
original plans were amended to keep the site within the projected budget. 
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Building was completed on June 1, 1975 at a cost of $1,419,000 yielding the present 
facilities capable of serving over 200 summer guests with a wide variety of programs for 
all ages and physical abilities. Since 1975 additional renovations and improvements were 
made to the original Center. The pond was developed, the barn and Administration 
Building renovated, the infirmary constructed, yurts erected, the tent and trailer area 
made, the trail system improved, two meeting facilities in the Meadows and Timbers 
retreat villages. In 2001 the addition of the Freedom Tree Village was completed with 
modern “hotel like” lodges (the Dody and Marander lodges) and a two story Hospitality 
Center named after the Ted Hawkins family from St. Louis.  

With the forming of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) on January 1, 
1988, LOMC began operation under a Board of Directors consisting of representatives 
from four ELCA Synods: Northern Illinois, Metro Chicago, Central Southern Illinois and 
the Central States (Missouri/Kansas). In 2012 the Central States Synod Council and 
LOMC’s Board of Directors agreed to dissolve their 24 year partnership. LOMC will 
continue to welcome any Central States Synod congregation that wishes to do ministry 
with and at the Center. 

In 2010, Freedom Lutheran, a Synodically Authorized Worshiping Community led by 
Pastor Frank Lay, began worshiping at the LOMC site. In September, 2012, the ELCA 
and the Northern Illinois Synod approved the formation of a mission congregation for 
Freedom Lutheran led by Pastor Jeff Schlessinger, mission development pastor. Also in 
January, 2012 the Northern Illinois Synod declared LOMC to be the coordinating body 
for the Synod Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO).   

LOMC has replaced all kitchen appliances inherited from Camp Alpine including stoves, 
grill, dishwasher and a walk in cooler and freezer. In 2004 a maintenance building was 
constructed near the caretaker’s home. Other buildings were renovated and modern lawn 
equipment was purchased. In 2012, upon recommendation of a four year study by an 
LOMC Dream Team, the Board of Directors authorized a feasibility study in preparation 
for a four phase capital campaign to include an indoor activity building, additional adult 
housing, a new dining hall and more. 

With an annual budget of nearly $1 million, LOMC serves more than 10,000 guests each 
year and continues to grow to meet the ever-increasing and varied demands such as year-
round programming in the Central Southern and Metro Chicago Synods. 
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