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Let me explain the importance of naming loca6ons, sites, facili6es, plants and other special things at 
LOMC. Especially Lutheran, and at the same 6me have some connec6on with nature studies. 

First, it is a way to learn about history through individuals who have contributed to the Church. One of 
my hopes was to give names to loca6ons which would reflect names in Church history, especially 
Lutheran, and at the same 6me have some connec6on with nature studies. I only got so far as the 
Muhlenberg and Esbjorn sites. It would be neat if someone interested in church history and 
environmental studies could iden6fy individuals whose names could be used in other ways on this site. A 
good example of what I am sugges6ng is Gregor Mednel, a Roman Catholic priest, who proposed the 
laws of gene6cs in 1866. I don’t know what could be named aPer Mendel, but I think you get my point. 

Second, when something is named we tend to value it. This becomes obvious when telling people the 
names of plants. Suddenly the plants have a personality and are considered brothers and sisters to us. 
They are treated differently. 

Third, some loca6ons and items get their names spontaneously from people who have been on the site. 
Because it felt like one standing on a pillar or tower, the hill east of the Dining Hall was called Mizpah. 
This is also the way the Freedom Tree and Lutheran Coffee got their names as you shall see in the rest of 
story. 

LUTHERAN OUTDOOR MINISTRIES CENTER 

It would be appropriate to start with the name of Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center (LOMC). At the 
outset the site was called Outdoor Ministries Center. We had a contest of sorts to get names. The 
sugges6ons, expect Alpastana and Augapine – tying the names of the previous proper6es blended 
together, included the word Lutheran. When I became the Execu6ve Director in 1977 we finally 
dedicated the site and named it Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center. I had hoped we could use a name 
from the site like ‘Backbone”, but it did not get many votes.) 

STONY POINT 

I am not sure on chronology but I think this might have been the first site to be named. I do not 
remember how we derived the name except that it describes the top of the hill with its outcropping of 
sedimentary rocks and the vista of over the valley. 

MUHLENBERG SITE 



Muhlenberg Site is named aPer Go$hill Henry Muhlenberg. His father was henry Melchoir Muhlenberg, 
the early Lutheran pastor to come from Germany to this country. Henry started many congrega6ons 
along the eastern seaboard and is called the father of Lutheranism in this country. His brother, Peter, was 
a member of the first congress of the United States. History is kind of interes6ng, too. You may want to 
read a Lutheran History Book to look the story up. It is rather drama6c. 

Go$hill, what a name, was the president of several colleges on the east coast. But his fame was due to 
the fact he was a very good amateur botanist. His name is in the botanical names of a grass, an oak tree 
and a turtle. These oak trees are along the path that goes up the Milk House Ravine (you know how it 
got its name). It is called a Muhlenbergii Quercus. It some6mes is called a yellow oak or a chinquapin 
oak. 

ESBJORN SITE 

The ESBJORN SITE is named aPer an early Swedish pastor who helped start the Swedish Lutheran 
(Augustana Synod) in the United States. He lived in the Andover area, Lars Paul Esbjorn (1808-1870). 

His hobby was astronomy. I thought that someday we could build a small observatory on that site. We do 
have a powerful telescope that is used at the top of the observa6on tower near the site.  

Speaking of astronomy it may be interes6ng, when thinking of names, to learn how planets, stars and 
constella6ons got their names. This would be great especially for night camp. You have probably thought 
about that already. And don’t forget the telescope. 

FREEDOM TREE 

In 1976, the Bicentennial of the United States, campers in the Junior Choir were singing a song with the 
6tle. “Freedom Tree”. We would ask people to guess the age of the tree. Then we would give them a 
method by which they could measure the oak without cuhng it down or boring into it. When they 
realized its age and that it could have been given birth about the 6me of the founding of our na6on, the 
campers connected the tree with the song they were learning. Thus, it became known as the Freedom 
Tree. 

The Freedom Tree withstood many storms and a few droughts for over 230 years un6l a fierce wind of 
over 70 mph took down the tree one night in the spring of 2007. The tree currently lies on the ground 
returning to dust. 

TURTLE HILL 

This one is obvious. There are turtles that I have seen hibernate over the years on the southwest side of 
this hill, right down in the sand. Thus, the name. How they were discovered was when I was hiking 



around LOMC with a group of Girl Scouts from the local area. I wanted to show them the prairie 
dandelion on the hill. As we pussyfooted around the side of the hill we came across what seemed to be a 
rock. It was nicely designed. As we watched, it moved. We looked further and discovered it was a turtle. 
And there were more turtles that hibernated in this hill every winter. We watched that site for many 
years. Some6mes we would see the turtles, some6mes we wouldn’t. There were 6mes I was accused of 
fabrica6ng this event. 

BARBER HOUSE AND BARBER CLIFF 

The Barber family owned this farm. I believe they acquired it on a land grant from the federal 
government. The family farmed most of the site. 

The Barber House was built during the Second World War. APer the church bought the property Lucy 
Barber stayed in that house for several summers. When we took over the house in the early eigh6es we 
converted it into a staff house. The first few years our kitchen staff lived in it. Since then it has been a 
residence for trip staff and specialists. The Barber House today has fallen into disrepair and it too is 
returning to dust. 

The Barber name is familiar to those who know Barber Colman in Rockford and Barber Green. The la$er 
company builds the machinery that puts down asphalt on highways. 

Barber Cliff is the area behind the house that looks over Woods Brothers, Highway 2, and the beau6ful 
Rock River valley. 

I inten6onally named the Barber house so people might have a sense of history regarding the site. Some 
have chosen to make up ghost stories about this place, this was not my doing. 

DEVIL’S BACKBONE 

This outcropping of St. Peter’s sandstone was named by someone. I have no idea who did it. It is also the 
name of the road on the south and west site of the LOMC property. I have a hunch the shape of the rock 
suggested the name to the local residents. 

JOHNSON BELL TOWER 

The Bell Tower is actually the Johnson Bell Tower named in memory of Dr. Gerald K. Johnson who was 
the president of the Illinois Synod, LCA. Note that this is before the LCA decided to use the 6tle of 
“bishop”. 



During Dr. Johnson’s tenure the LOMC site was purchased and construc6on began. 

PAUL’S POND 

Paul’s Pond is named in honor of Bishop Paul Erickson who was the bishop of the Illinois Synod and very 
instrumental in the support of OMC during the Illinois Synod ear. It was difficult to make ends meet 
financially. We did not have sufficient beds to cover the basic cost of opera6ng the camp. However, the 
Illinois Synod was commi$ed and would advance money to the camp to sustain it. Bishop Erickson had a 
few dissenters in those days, but he stood by his guns and gave LOMC support. 

When the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America formed on January 1, 1988 the governance of LOMC 
was put in the hands of the three Synods in Illinois and the Central States Synod (Missouri and Kansas).  
On January 27, 2012 the Central States Synod Council and LOMC’s Board of Directors agreed to dissolve 
their 24 year partnership. The three remaining Synods (the Northern, Metro and Central Southern, 
Synods of Illinois) con6nue to give grants annually to help sustain LOMC. 

BENCHES AT PAUL’S POND 

The benches at Paul’s pond began with one bench built by Ken Larson in 2010, in memory of his son, 
David, who died in an auto accident. David was a special needs child, adopted by Ken and Kathy Larson.  
He loved to camp and fish at LOMC where the Larson’s spent many week-ends. He was delighted to catch 
a bluegill at Paul’s pond. In 2011 the Faith Works campers built ten more benches and all are at the 
worship site at Paul’s pond. 

TREE IN MEMORY OF NORM REMMERS 

Somewhere in leP field at the ball diamond by the Administra6on Building there is a tree in honor of 
Pastor Norm Remmers. He was pastor of St. John Lutheran Church in Bloomington, Illinois. He was a very 
ac6ve member of the camp board (in those days called a commi$ee). Pastor Remmers was the one who 
suggested having an annual Autumn Fest celebra6on. 

FORSYTHIA BUSHES BEHIND MISSION STATEMENT SIGN 

Bishop John Kaitshuck was the Bishop of the Central Illinois Synod. He became ill suddenly and passed 
away while s6ll in office. The forsythia bushes were planted in his memory. 

DAY LILIES 



There were day lilies planted in front of the mission statement sign in memory of Pastor Gerry Molgren. 
He was an assistant to Bishop Erickson and in his posi6on was responsible for the first computer and 
registra6on program at LOMC. 

There is irony in this story as well. Pastor Molgren’s brother-in-law designed the mission statement sign. 
It was a giP from the people of Grace Lutheran Church, La Grange, Illinois. 

GINKO TREES 

These are fascina6ng trees in their own right. I believe they were introduced to the United States from 
China. They are very ancient in their reproduc6ve process being gymnospermous (naked seed, 
somewhat akin to mammal reproduc6on. Another name for the tree is “Maiden Hair” (note the shape of 
the leaf). 

There are two of these trees outside of the Administra6on Building. The one to the west, not far from 
the li$le prairie, was given to LOMC by Ethel Nelson from Bethany Lutheran Church on the south side of 
Chicago. She was a re6red school teacher and was very suppor6ve of the environmental emphasis at 
LOMC. She actually gave LOMC two trees. The first one died so she gave LOMC a second one. 

The Ginkgo tree north of the Administra6on Building is in memory of Pastor Phillip Nelson. He was the 
secretary of the Illinois Synod, LCA, and his signature appears on all the documents related to the 
purchase of the site. He passed away while serving Messiah Lutheran in Wauconda, IL. 

What is interes6ng about these two trees is that there is a 6e between Ethel Nelson and Pastor Nelson. 
No, it is not the last name. They are not related. However, Ethel belonged to a church on the south side 
of Chicago, and her pastor was the father of Pastor Nelson. As irony would have it she would baby sit 
Pastor Nelson and his brothers. 

LEVI’S CAVE 

The name of the cave is based on a character and story created by Pastor Art Stees, Freeport. The 
original version is that what is now seen as a cave was a very small hole in the sandstone rock. The 
tunnel extended into the center of the rock. At that point there was an eternal source of Pepsi Cola.  

One 6me Lawrence the lightning bug crawled into that hole and began drinking from the fountain. He 
drank so much that he became bloated and could emerge through the tunnel. 

He called for help in whatever way possible. Finally, one of the cri$ers in the forest heard his plea and 
reported the dilemma to another lightning bug by the name of Levi. 

Levi studied the situa6on and decided that his best solu6on was to drill a tunnel from the opposite side 
of the rock. So he began to bore his hole. When he got to the eternal source of Pepsi Cola there was 
Lawrence s6ll bloated, but relieved to see his friend, Levi. The hole Levi bored was big enough to get 
Lawrence out. 



As the wind and rain swept through the region and eroded the rock and especially the hole over the 
years, because it was sandstone, the tunnel which now extended from one side of the rock to the other 
became larger and the eternal source of Pepsi Cola dried up. 

JOHN THE BAPTIST CAMPFIRE SITE 

This campfire site is located to the west of Barber Cliff. It was used several years ago when John the 
Bap6st was the opening night campfire speaker. Originally, the site was on the northwest corner of the 
property. But on the first night at that site it was discovered that the rail road tracks were a short 
distance away, and the train passing through at the 6me of the campfire drowned out most of John the 
Bap6st’s speech with its cla$er and whistle. 

OLD REVIVAL AND NEW REVIVAL 

Old Revival campfire site was originally the Revival Site. One year we held each week during the summer 
what might be called a Lutheran Revival. Thus, the original name. 

During the summer another group wanted to use the site, and we had to move to a new loca6on so the 
Revival program could go on. So the site was moved to what is called New Revival. You can now guess 
how Old Revival got its name. 

What was exci6ng about these two loca6ons was when we did an6phonal shouts and singing between 
the two sites. The two groups at each site would sing back and forth and start moving toward one 
another. 

RAILROAD RIDGE 

This name describes its loca6on. Several things are located there (the straw bale house and the old 
dump, and so it was necessary to give it a name for iden6fica6on purposes. 

RETREAT HOUSE VILLAGES 

The names of the Meadows and Timbers Retreat Houses were selected by the first Execu6ve Director of 
LOMC. Their names describe their sehng. 

HILLSIDE HOUSE 

Hillside House came with the purchase of the property. It stood above many barns and sheds which were 
torn down in the early days of LOMC. It is named for its loca6on. At one 6me it was a home used by Ogle 
County to place families living on welfare. 



FREEDOM TREE VILLAGE AND BUILDING NAMES 

The name of the village comes from the Freedom Tree several hundred yards down the path entering 
into the prairie. 

The Hospitality House is named in honor of Doris and Ted Hawkins. He was the first chair of the LOMC 
Board of Directors and has been around for most of LOMC’s life mentoring in the area of administra6ve 
details. 

The Marander Lodge is named in memory of Helen and Bill Marander from Zion Lutheran Church in 
Rockford, IL. Helen worked at the church with community and congrega6onal youth. Among her tasks 
was to recruit youth to a$end camp every summer. Each week Helen and Bill would drive up in their 
sta6on wagon on Sunday, deposit their campers, and on Friday night pick them up. They would return 
the following week with more campers. She worked 6relessly to give youth from her congrega6on and 
community7 a chance they would not have had otherwise. 

The Dody Lodge is named aPer Doris (Dody) Hawkins. Dody is married to Ted Hawkins who was the first 
LOMC Board President. 

KUKAWA 

I am not really sure of the spelling of this name. It is the loca6on for camping equipment and cross 
country skis. This building was on a semi-truck ready to be shipped to Kukawa, Nigeria, to support a 
radio sta6on. The semi sat at the docks in Brownsville, Texas, but could not be moved because of some 
poli6cal strife in Nigeria. So the radio antenna company sold these buildings to the highest bidder. I think 
we bid $5,126.34 and came in sixth. There were only five buildings. However, one person decided to 
withdraw his bid, and we became the fiPh highest winning bidder.  

Several years aPer we received it we constructed a por6on of it during the Memorial Day Work 
Weekend. Everything except the cement was on the semi. 

LUTHERAN COFFEE 

This name is a li$le different from other names. It is the name of a plant located in the forest. It can be 
found on Railroad Ridge. It has small orange berries in clusters around the stem. It is normally called 
Fever Wort or Horse Gen6an. Somewhere it is wri$en that “Lutherans” used the berries as a coffee 
extender. When this was told to a group of senior adult retreaters they took the responsibility for the 
name.  

WITTENBERG FIRE PIT AND SAND VOLLEYBALL COURT 

The Wi$enberg fire pit and worship site is located just east of the Dody Lodge in the Freedom Tree 
Village. The sand volleyball court is located on the north side of the Pole Barn. Built in 2006, both sites 
are in memory of Charles (Chic) Wi$enberg. Chic and his wife, Judy, spent lots of 6me at LOMC a$ending 



retreats and special events. Chic loved LOMC and interac6ng with young campers and helping with 
projects all around LOMC. The fire pit is a popular worship and camp site for summer campers, 
confirma6on camps and adult gatherings. The sand volleyball court is a wonderful ac6vity for all ages. 

RAGNAR MOLINE DINING HALL 

The Ragner Moline Dining Hall is an original building which has been renovated and retrofi$ed to be 
used as the main LOMC dining Hall. Capable of serving 200 people, the dining hall 2oo people and 
accommodate large groups for mee6ngs and conferences. In 2004, following major renova6on including 
a new roof, the dining hall was dedicated to Rev. Ragner Moline who served Salem Lutheran Church in 
Rockford during the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.  Rev. Moline came to LOMC for retreats, confirma6on camps and 
many other ac6vi6es. He was a strong advocate for outdoor ministry. The dining hall is capable of serving 
200 people and can accommodate large groups for mee6ngs and conferences. 

LABRYNITH 

The labyrinth was originally built in 2002. It is located along the trail from Freedom Tree village into the 
forest.  It was rebuilt by volunteers from Good shepherd Lutheran church, Rockford in 2010. It was 
rededicated in memory of Tessa, a youth from the Good Shepherd congrega6on who died of brain 
cancer. Walking the labyrinth medita6ng and praying was one her favorite and most meaningful 
experiences when she visited LOMC. Today guests of all ages visit the labyrinth as a vital part of retreats 
or for individual renewal. 


